Union meetings motion

This Union notes;

1. That General and Annual General Meetings (GMs) are the central pillar around which the Union’s democratic structure is based

2. That quorum for GMs is currently set at 150 members, which is approximately 1.8% of students at UWB.

3. That Union meetings can be long, tedious and off-putting.

4. That according to the Constitution, the President, as head of the Executive committee, is required to give a report on behalf of the other Executive officers.

This Union believes;

1. That Union meetings need to be more interesting and more comprehensible.

2. That more needs to be done, and can be done, to engage students in the running of their Union.

3. That steps need to be taken to streamline and simplify GMs and Council meetings in order to make them more appealing.

4. That the focus of Union meetings should be changed in order to facilitate debate and communication with students.

5. That communication between the Union and Members can be improved.

6. That GMs and Council meetings should be run as quickly and smoothly as possible.

This Union resolves;

1. To establish an ad hoc committee as defined in article 4 of the Constitution to report to Council by Christmas 2005 that will review the way in which the Union conducts its GMs and Council meetings and how these meetings can be improved.

2. To ensure that requirements in the Constitution, i.e. agendas for meetings placed on the SU website 24 hours before meetings take place, minutes from meetings online within 10 days, are honoured.

3. To publish a special edition of the SU newsletter each year, clearly explaining the democratic structure of the Union and how meetings are run.

Proposed: Sam Burnett

Seconded: Emma O’Dell

