Policy Motion: Sexual Health
This Union Notes:

1. That NUS recently held a Sexual Health lobby at Parliament on Wednesday 19th April 2006.

2. That four representatives from Bangor Students’ Union were in attendance.

3. That health is a devolved matter.

4. That the Welsh Assembly published the “North Wales Sexual Health Strategy” in October 2001, with their objectives being to “ensure that young people receive effective education about sex”, to “ensure that all sexually active people have access to good quality sexual health advice and services”, to “reduce evidence and prevalence of STIs”.

5. That Bangor students currently have to wait 26 days or more to get appointments at the local GUM clinic.

6. That the local health services only provide free condoms to outside organisations for “teaching purposes”.

7. That people who use condoms as contraception are entitled by law to free supplies, whilst those who use condoms as protection against infection are not.

This Union Believes:

1. That sexual health is a very important welfare issue for Bangor students.

2. That the current GUM provisions in Bangor are severely lacking.

3. That a policy of free condoms to all who want them would greatly contribute to reducing STIs.

4. That those condoms being made available through the Students’ Union would be much more beneficial to students than availability solely through GUM and Family Planning clinics.

5. That statistics show those using condoms for the purposes of infection protection are more at risk to STIs than are other groups of people.

This Union Resolves:

1. To mandate the Executive to write to Denis Idris-Jones AM (Conwy) and Dr Bryan Gibson AM (Assembly Health Minister) to communicate the above concerns.

2. To mandate the Executive to find Bangor students who have used local GUM clinics to write letters confidentially to Betty Williams MP (Conwy) imploring her to intervene.

3. To mandate the Executive to: 

a) Find out about the NSPCC amendment of Clause 61 of the Education and Inspection Bill, making PSHE compulsory for 14-19 year-olds.

b) Write to Betty Williams MP and Albert Owen MP (Ynys Mon) asking them to vote in favour of the NSPCC amendment of Clause 61 of the Education and Inspection Bill.

c) Campaign for free sexual health provision to be made available for the Students’ Union.

d) Campaign for sexual health awareness amongst Bangor students.

e) Campaign for better GUM clinic provision in Bangor.

Proposed: Sam Burnett, Independent Councillor (President-elect)

Seconded: Laurel Morgan, SU Welfare Officer (outgoing)

