Save the School for Ocean Sciences

This Union notes:

1) The School of Ocean Sciences have recently announced major changes to the teaching of undergraduate degrees within the Department

2) These changes include a reduction in practical elements on the course and may not provide students with the opportunity to produce a major project or dissertation during their degree.

3) The changes will take affect from next academic year for all students currently on the course, as well as those new students applying now.

4) The School is recommending that students complete a further one year Masters of Oceanography course after graduation of their BSc to complete their education in the subject

5) These changes within the school are due to the University requiring a reduction in budget for the school and mandating compulsory job cuts. 

This Union believes:

1) Students should be able to complete the degree they originally signed up for and major changes should not be introduced halfway through the course

2) By recommending that students undertake a further 1 year Master course ‘to complete their education’ the School is accepting that the BSc degree is no longer as competitive in the workplace after graduation.

3) Financially, recommending to students to complete a Masters, which cannot be funded by a Student Loan, will disadvantage students from lower income families

4) Although students in Ocean Sciences will be predominantly affected, due to the modular nature of degrees run by the College of Natural Sciences, other students, such as those studying Biologically Sciences and Environmental and Natural Science courses will also be affected.

This Union resolves:
1) To condemn the proposed changes, the processes and the communications that’s led to the announcement being made.

2) To mandate the Campaigns and Publicity Officer to run a campaign highlighting the proposed changes and how it affects all students involved.

3) To mandate the Students’ Union president to contact the Head of School to clarify the funding available for students wishing to continue with the Masters in Oceanography course to ensure the course is available to all students wishing to take it.

Proposed: Stephen Clifford – Independent Councillor

Seconded: Sam Burnett – SU President

