NUS Extra cards

This Union notes;

1. That NUS have trialled an NUS Extra scheme in the north of England, and are rolling out the scheme across the UK.

2. That NUS have introduced this card primarily as a means to reduce their debts of up to half a million pounds and ongoing deficits.

3. That Students’ Unions affiliate to NUS, not students.

4. That in 2005-6, UWB Students’ Union paid £35,820 in affiliation fees to NUS.

5. That NUS led delegates at national conference in March 2006 to believe that a large supermarket chain would be part of the NUS Extra card scheme, amongst other national chains over and above the current discount scheme.

6. That there are not many chain stores in Bangor who are currently part of the NUS discount scheme, or with plans to become a part of the scheme.

7. That there are currently no plans for bilingual provisions for the NUS Extra scheme until September 2007.

8. That students will still be able to buy NUS Extra cards online and collect them from the Union if they so wish.

This Union believes;

1. That as an organisation that campaigns for free education, it is hypocritical of NUS to make individual students pay for their mismanagement of resources and overspending.

2. That there are no added benefits to the new £10 card over and above the current system, aside from the inclusion of the ISIC (International Students’ Identity Card) card.

3. That on a day-to-day basis, many students who travel abroad have found their Bangor ID card to be sufficient to gain student discounts.

4. That it would be unethical of the Union to ask UWB students to pay for an NUS Extra card when retailers in Bangor would be willing to provide discounts and offers to holders of valid UWB ID cards.

5. That NUS have shown a lack of respect for Welsh institutions’ bilingualism by not providing the facilities for Welsh speakers to take part in the NUS Extra scheme.

This Union resolves;

1. Not to introduce the NUS Extra card in the 2006-7 session.

2. To review this policy in the final Council meeting of the 2006-7 session.

3. To mandate the President to write to local shops and relevant businesses to see what discounts and special offers they are prepared to give to members of Bangor Students’ Union.

4. To put the information gained from ‘Union resolves 3’ on the Union website.

Proposed: 
Sam Burnett, President-elect

Seconded: 
Carolan Goggin, CSO-elect   

