Top-up fees in Wales policy motion

This Union notes;

1. That the Government voted, in 2003, to introduce top-up fees for English students.

2. That Scottish students do not currently have to pay tuition fees.

3. That the Welsh Assembly have the devolved power to set out their own way of funding Welsh students.

4. That there is therefore now a large gap between English and Welsh or Scottish students.

5. That despite the Welsh Assembly’s decision not to introduce top-up fees until 2008, English students studying in Wales will still have to pay them to their LEAs based upon where their parents live.

This Union believes;

1. That this gulf between English and Welsh or Scottish students is unfair.

2. That many students are independent, and that what they pay at University shouldn’t be decided by their parents’ situation.

3. That top-fees have created a market in higher education.

4. That students studying in Wales should have the right to the same benefits of studying in Wales as students whose parents are from Wales.

This Union resolves;

1. To mandate the Executive to write to every Assembly Member explaining the Union’s views on top-up fees and the Union’s concern at the funding gap between Welsh and English students.
Proposed: Sam Burnett

Seconded: Emma O’Dell

