Amendment to Environmental Policy, submitted by Sam Burnett

Environmental Policy

This Union notes:

1.
That the Union does not have an environmental policy in place.

2. 
That the constitution makes reference to the actions of its officers to meet environmental standards without setting any.

3. 
That the Union could benefit by improving its ‘green’ image.

4.
That other organisations have already adopted an environmental policy to their benefit.

This Union believes:

1.
That there is a need for action in this area.

2.
That the Students’ Union of UWB is committed to acting in the best interests of its students. With that interest in mind the Union should exploit all means necessary to protect the local, regional and global environment.

3.
That the Union realises that it has a daily impact upon the environment and wishes to minimise the negative aspects of its enterprises.

4.
That common operations can be harmful to the locality as a whole whether now or in the future.
5.
That the Students’ Union should take a lead on environmental matters where it can.

This Union resolves:

1.
To mandate the Executive to introduce an environmental policy to be added to the constitution as an appendix.

2.
To change the President’s job description to include an environment and sustainability remit.
3.
To mandate the Executive to liaise with Gwynedd County Council on recycling issues and collection for the entire Students’ Union building.

4.
To lobby the University for transparency and visible leadership on environmental issues.
5. 
To establish an informal Environment and Sustainability Steering Group;

i) 
to draft the environmental policy

ii) 
to bring the policy to Council for approval

iii) 
to monitor the Students’ Union and University as a whole regarding environmental and sustainability issues
iv)
to report to Council at least once a semester

6.
To mandate the President to contact interested parties and draw up terms of reference for the Environment and Sustainability Steering Group.
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