Policy Motion: Smoking Ban in Time and Academi 
This Union notes: 

- Tobacco smoke contains over 4000 chemicals in the form of particles and gases, many of which are extremely toxic. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in the USA has classified environmental tobacco smoke as a class A health risk along with asbestos, arsenic, benzene and radon gasi. 

- Short term exposure to tobacco smoke has a measurable effect on the heart in non-smokers. Just 30 minutes exposure is enough to reduce coronary blood flowii. 

- Studies have estimated that domestic exposure to second-hand smoke in the UK causes around 2,700 deaths in people aged 20-64 each yeariii. 

- Exposure to second-hand smoke at work is estimated to cause the death of at least two employees in the hospitality industry every dayiii. The students who work behind the bars are forced into this high risk category. 

- As of 26th November, over 700 students have signed their name to a petition in support of a ban on smoking in Time and Academi many more are being added every dayiv. 

- Many students object to the smell that cigarette smoke leaves in their clothes and hair. 

- The University of Wales, Bangor now has a full non smoking policy in all of its buildings including halls of residence. 

- All places of work (which include night clubs and bars) will soon be obliged by law to enforce strict no smoking policies. 

- The Students Union has a duty of care to the health of its members. 

This Union believes: 

- Trade would not suffer. Many students have emphasized that they would go out more often if a smoking ban was in place. 

- Students have a right to socialize in a smoke free environment. 

- While smokers have a right to choose to smoke, it also provides a negative impact on the health of other people around them. 

- Provisions should be made for anyone wishing to smoke to be able to do so in a location which will not force others to involuntarily inhale their smoke. 

- This would benefit students with disabilities such as asthma who are currently unable to go to Time or Academi, without experiencing a significant decline in lung function when exposed to the smoky environment. 

- Many students who have been trying to give up or who cannot afford to smoke would find it easier to give up if they were able to socialize in a no smoking environment. 

- The staff in Time and Academi, of which most are students, are being forced to work in environments that are hazardous to their health. 

This Union resolves: 

- To mandate the Students Union Executive to lobby Undeb Trading Cyf. to introduce a full ban on smoking in all of its venues. 

- To mandate the Students Union Executive to ban all smoking at Students Union meetings. 

- To actively provide information about the health issues involved with smoking both online and through the advice centre. Also to support any student trying to give up smoking. 

Proposed by: Chris Hughes 

Seconded by: Sam Burnett 
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