UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR STUDENTS’ UNION GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday 10th October 2006 at 6.30pm at Time nightclub, Students’ Union building

MINUTES
1. Chairpersons opening remarks

2. Applications for speaking rights - none
3. Apologies

Sharolyn Farnham – swim club

Jarrod Anderson – Canoe Polo

Rachael Hobbs – Canoe Polo

Rob Samuel – Athletics

Kieran Witworth – Athletics

Michael Craig – Athletics

Matt Otway – Athletics

Jenny Williamson – BUMS
Sarah Fitton – English Dept Councillor

Law Society

SODA

Simon Verspeak – BUMS
4. Minutes of last meeting - 18th October 2005, 9th May 2006

Passed with 2 against and 1 abstention.
5. Notice of Elections

The Elections Secretary announced that the following elections would be held this evening:

· Elections committee members

· Secretary

· Steering committee members

· Womens’ Officer

· RAG Manager

· NUS Conference delegates

6. Ratification of Union Council Business

i. Council 2nd May 2006

ii. Emergency Council 2nd June 2006 
The President gave a report on the work of Union Council towards the end of the last academic year.  He updated the GM on policy passed including sexual health, lobbying, boycotts, Treborth, NUS Extra and the AUT/NAFTHE strikes. 

02.05.06 Union Council minutes – passed by majority with 2 abstentions

02.06.06 Union Council minutes - passed by majority with 5 abstentions. 

7. Reports from Union Executive Officers

i. President – passed by majority.
ii. Communications and Societies Officer – passed by majority with 1 abstention. 
iii. Athletic Union President – passed by majority with 1 abstention
iv. Welfare Officer – passed by majorit with 1 abstention.
v. UMCB President – passed by majority, 4 against, 13 abstentions. 
Q. Ciorsdan Darby  – Do you have to be a Welsh speaker to go on Scotland trips?

A. Yes, but you can join UMCB through Cymdeithas Llewellyn as a Welsh learner and thus take part. 
vi. Campaigns Officer – passed by majority with 2 abstentions.
vii. Independent Officer – passed by majority with 5 abstentions.
viii. International Students’ Officer –  passed by majority with 2 abstentions. 
Q. Miriam Jenner - Are you aiming to get peer guides for international exchange students? 
A. Yes, I hope to address this issue. 

POI – Peer Guides for international students have been initiated this year.

ix. LGBT Officer – passed by majority with 1 vote against.
x. Mature Students’ Officer – passed by majority with 1 against and  0 abstentions. 
xi. Students’ With Disabilities Officer – passed by majority.
xii. Union Chairperson –  passed by majority.
Q. Lloyd Jackman – how do you want to get more people along to these meetings?
A. There should be more communication between the student community and the Union. I want the content of these meetings to be relevant to you.
xiii. Welsh Affairs Officer – passed by majority with 1 against and 25 abstentions
Q. Sam Jones – Why are all Welsh Affairs only spoken in Welsh? 

Sam Burnett (President) apologised for the lack of translation headsets and the meeting was reminded that the Union is fully bilingual, and speakers were entitled to speak in the language of their choice. 
A vote was taken to hear the Welsh Affairs Officer’s report in English – this fell, with 27 for, 48 against and 33 abstentions.
8. Reports from non-executive standing committees
i. Welfare Campaigns Group – Catrin Plumpton gave the report for the WCG. Passed by majority. 
ii. Nightline – Sophie Laine gave the report for Nightline.  Passed by majority. 
iii. RAG – Tom O’Donahugh gave the report for RAG. Passed by majority, with 1 against and 3 abstentions. 
iv. Storm FM – Spencer George gave the report for Storm FM.
Q. Chris Caci – Can you explain about people signing contracts?

A. Spencer George - Storm are regulated by Ofcom and thus they have to behave on air. Therefore all members sign to adhere to the policy we have in place about behaviour on air.

Passed by majority with 2 abstentions. 
v. Seren – Emma Dodd gave the report for Seren. 
Spencer George – Congratulations on your first edition. How did you feel your first issue of Seren compared to past issues of Seren and what differences you’ve made?

Seren – I’m completely biased since I produced this issue, and I think the changes speak for themselves.

Passed by majority with 2 against and 1 abstention
vi. Y Ddraenen – Gerallt Wyn Roberts gave the report for Y Ddraenen (bilingually).
Passed by majority with 1 against.

Q.Rachel Clayton – will the Welsh newspaper be distributed to halls other than JMJ this year?

A. UMCB President – we’re still printing off issues, and we hope to distribute the rest of the copies at the start of next week to all Halls.
Colin Smith – POI - I’m glad you chose to speak bilingually. If the headsets aren’t working, thank you for speaking in English. 

Q. Will Y Ddraenen make an effort to talk about sport in the local area?

A. The new editor will address this, and people are willing to contribute. 

Q. Is it possible for snowsports to advertise their Christmas holiday in Y?

A. Of course you can. We’re here to support all the clubs and congratulations on electing a welsh affairs officer. 

vii. Student Volunteering Bangor – Xanthe Larcombe gave the report on behalf of SVB. Passed by majority. 
viii. Finance Committee – Sam Burnett gave the report for. 
ix. Elections Committee – Sam Burnett gave the report for. 
9. Questions 

Q. Louise Anyon – To book a minibus, who do I see?

A. Ellie on the second floor of the Union. 
Q. Are you going to do something about parking permits?

A. We’ve spoken to the director of estates and they’ve actually issued more permits than last year. The system of handing them out will be changed to a priority basis for next year. 
Q.Amy Jordan – we live in a University car park, but keep getting tickets because we don’t have permits what do we do?

A. Come in and see the President tomorrow, he will do his best to address the issue.

POI - Becky (ROSTRA) – more parking permits were released today, and no more can be given due to fire regulations. 

Q. Spencer – What are you doing about signage of the Union building? (question for the CSO)

A. CSO – Now that Welcome Week is winding down, I’m going to start looking at signage as a key issue.

Q. Why is the SU so expensive on a night out?

A. Because the catering facilities and bars are not run by the SU and thus are run for profit. However, we think that we are doing our best to give students a good deal. 

Q. Why can’t guests stay overnight on the Ffriddoedd site, can’t the SU do something about it?

A. President – These regulations are in place for health and safety reasons, and as such there is nothing we can do to change them. Also, we are here to represent the students here at Bangor, not their guests!
Q. Xanthe Larcombe – How has Glyn’s (Wise, Big Brother contestant 2006) lifetime membership benefited the Union?

A. President: I think we have benefited in that we have got lots of publicity for the Welsh language and this is reflected in the 120 people that signed up for Cymdeithas and is very successful for UMCB. Obviously mistakes were made in the way we went about this, but we feel this is ultimately beneficial to the SU. 

10. Union Budget
Carolan Goggin (CSO) gave the speech about the budget, asking the GM to ratify this as a provisional budget. She also explained how Campaigns funding will be arranged this year. 
Q. Becky (ROSTRA) – can you explain what the amalgamation fee is?

A. CSO - This is our block grant, the chunk of money the University gives us to run the Students’ Union. 

Q. Carry Brown – how much is my society getting?

A. You need to see me individually for this, as the amount of money is gathered in one block. Money should be in accounts tomorrow, if the budget passes. 

Q. Chair - What are Exec going to do lobby the University for more money?

A. President – We’ve already started with negotiations with the University and a special meeting is being held in November and we as an Exec will have the opportunity to change the way we budget. This is an ongoing project and you will hear more about it. 

Q. Lloyd Jackman – what do NUS want 50,000 for?

A. CSO - This is due to calculations based on several factors including student numbers, but the theory is that NUS as a lobbying body and need the money to represent us. However, we don’t think we’re getting value for money.

The budget passed with 153 for, 0 against and 1 abstention. 

11. Union Affiliations

Carolan Goggin (CSO) talked about Union affiliations. 

Q. If your group is affiliated but is not shown, what do you do?

A.  CSO - It may be that your affiliation is not shown on the list, come see me.

A vote was taken to see if people agreed to vote on all at once – passed by majority.
150 for, 0 against, 0 abstentions.

12. Elections

Steering: 1 nomination

Emma Prout gave a one minute speech.

The candidate was duly elected by majority, with two abstentions.

NUS conferences: 1 nomination

Carolan Goggin gave a one minute speech 

The candidate was duly elected by majority, with two abstentions.

There was 1 nomination for RAG Chair

Tom O’Donaghue gave a two minute speech. 

Results from this election were announced on October 12th – Tom was duly elected.
There was one nomination for Women’s Officer.

Anushka Chopra gave a two minute speech.

Results from this election were announced on October 12th – Anushka was duly elected. 
13. AOB
