University of Wales, Bangor Students’ Union General Meeting 
Tuesday 18th October 2005 at 7.00pm in TIME Nightclub
1. Application for Speaking Rights

Speaking rights were granted to Andrew Wilson – Student Volunteering Manager.

2. Minutes of the last meeting – 19th October 2004

The minutes from the last meeting were submitted and confirmed subject to the following amendment: Times Coles changed to Tim Coles.

3. Executive and Standing Committee Reports

3.1  LGBT Officer

There were no questions

3.2 International Students Officer

There were no questions

3.3 Campaigns Officer

Q. It was queried as to how the Campaigns Officer plans to amalgamate the campaigns.

R. The Campaigns Officer explained that he is hoping to campaign more effectively by amalgamating resources.

3.4  Exec. without Portfolio

There were no questions

3.5 SU President

Q. Vicky Prior - How do you plan to get student opinion?

R.  The President responded by saying that in addition to the Presidents’ Surgeries, the questionnaires on line that he would be walking about and question students to find out what they what.

Q. Sam Burnett - Why are you not going to publish the newsletter?  With only 150 responses for the questionnaire how are you going to get students involved more?

R. The President responded that due to costs the newsletter was not going to be published for the sake of it, but will be published when the need arises due to important news.  The CCSO responded to the query on the question regarding the questionnaires saying that it is available online but people have to respond for us to know what they want.  The President added that the results will be posted online for all to see.

Q. Chris Cooper - Nursing Students sometimes cannot access the internet for 8 weeks at a time so how will they be able to find the news?

R. The CCSO responded by saying that there will be a facility on the website to allow a student to put their address in and request information to be posted to them.

Q. The question was posed that if the cost of printing a newsletter was too expensive then how can the SU justify sending information to people.

R. The President responded 

Q.  Jake Packman asked where money for a fair trade campaign or advertising for the fair trade products in the shop would come from?
R. The President responded saying that any advertising is for the commercial side of the SU to deal with, and the best people to answer where money for the campaign would come out of is our Campaigns Committee.
3.6 Mature Students Officer

There were no questions

3.7 Athletic Union President

Q. It was queried as to how the AU President intends to work with the Estates department when the department continually changes its decision with regards to storage for various clubs.

R. The AU President reported that he will continually be raising the issue at every available opportunity.
3.8 Students with Disabilities Officer

There were no questions

3.9 UMCB President

There were no questions

3.10 CCSO – Verbal Report

Q. It was queried as to why there was a shortage of Welsh Students’ Union Handbooks.

R. The CCSO stated that handbooks were sent to all first years and that each handbook was bilingual.  The person questioning apologies for his/her error.

3.11 Chairperson – Verbal Report

Q. It was asked how the Chairperson plans to increase attendances at Council and avoid embarrassing situations such as that that occurred in the last meeting.

R. The Chairperson stated that she is aiming to advertise more and make the meetings more fun and concise.  As to the errors that occurred in the last Council meeting the Chairperson apologised for this and stated that things will improve as she has looked thoroughly through the standing orders.
3.12 Welfare Officer – Verbal Report

There were no questions

3.13 Student Volunteering – Verbal Report

There were no questions

3.14
RAG – Verbal Report

There were no questions
3.15
SEREN – Verbal Report

There were no questions

3.16 Storm FM – Verbal Report

Q. It was asked whether Storm could be broadcasted on the Rathbone site.
R. The Storm FM Station Manager reported that the station currently has only a licence to broadcast on the Ffriddoedd site and on the intranet.

Q. It was asked whether getting smaller area licenses would be a possibility.

R. The Storm FM Station Manager explained that this would cost far too much than they can afford.

3.17 Nightline – Verbal Report

There were no questions

All Executive and Standing Committee reports were accepted by a majority vote with 1 abstention.

4.  Ratification of Students Union Council Minutes

Q. It was queried as to the position of a Post Graduate Officer.

R. It was reported that problems had arisen regarding how/when to elect a Post Graduate Officer following discussions with the Research Students’ Forum and so we are working with them to find a suitable option.
Q. It was further queried as to developments regarding the NUS Extra.
R. It was reported that the proposal to carry out trial period was passed at National Conference in Blackpool and this is being down in the North West region and would come back to conference this year.
The Students Union Council minutes were ratified by a majority with one abstention.

5.  Students’ Union Budget 2005/2006

The budget was presented by the CCSO.

Q. Clarification was sought as to whether there was any marketing done last year?
R. The CCSO responded explaining that she could not comment on what was done last year but I know this year everyone wants to spent a lot of time communicating hence why the budget is this way.

Q. Is there a breakdown on how things will be spent?

R. The CCSO explained that there would be reports at Council and if anyone wants a breakdown of a particular account they can come in and ask for a print out.  So yes breakdowns are available.

The Students’ Union Budget 2005/2006 was accepted by a majority vote.

6.  Elections

6.1  Elections Secretary

Llion Dafydd was elected Elections Secretary with 131 for, no abstentions and no against
6.2 Executive Committee Secretary 

Lecsi Hindley was elected Executive Committee Secretary with 138 for, 0 abstentions and 0 against
6.3 Women’s Officer

Sam Rowe was elected Womens Officer with 133 for, 0 abstentions and 0 against
6.4 Welsh Affairs Officer

Leila Mair Salisbury was elected Welsh Affairs Officer with 118 for, 3 abstentions and 0 against 
6.5 NUS Wales Winter Council

Sam Burnett was elected to attend NUS Wales Winter Council with 118 for, 0 against and 8 abstentions
7.  Any Other Business

· The Chair person explained what Council was for and who Councillors were.
· The staff who helped out with the GM were thanked.

· Llinos Gashe, who is going on Maternity leave, was thanked for all her hard work and wished good luck.  Also Fran Jones, who works in the Finance Office of the SU is retiring soon and was thanked for all her hard work.

Time of Close 21:50

