University of Wales, Bangor

Students’ Union

General Meeting

26/11/02, 19:00

AGENDA

1. Attendance/Apologies

2. Corrections to the Minutes of the Last Meeting – 5th March 2002

3. Executive Reports

4. Senedd Report and Ratification of Senedd Business

5. Policy Motions

6. Constitutional Amendments

7. Emergency Motions

8. Elections

9. Any Other Business

OPEN – 19:23

BREAKS – BEFORE POLICY MOTIONS AND BEFORE ELECTIONS

1. Attendance/ Apologies

See list on pages 5 and 6

2. Applications and Votes for Speaking Rights

· No speaking rights were asked for.

3. Changes to the Agenda
· The Motion on page 18 has been withdrawn.  
· The SARC officer’s report has been moved ahead of the President’s report.
4. Corrections to the Minutes of the Last Meeting – 5/11/02

· Page 2, Paragraph three.  Shairad, not Chaird.

Vote to accept the Minutes of 5/11/02

All in Favour (13 for)

5. Executive Reports

· SARC Report – Kirsty Haysom
Vote to accept SARC report – 40 in favour, 2 abstentions.  Report accepted.

· President’s Report – Andrew Wilson
Helen Browning – policy motions and their implementations – will they get passed tonight and then forgotten about?  

AW – There are a number of motions which aren’t being implemented.  Please really think about your vote tonight and whether it will affect you as a student.

HB - The constitution is out of date and ineffective, what is happening with it?

AW – I agree it’s a very important issue.  There have been a number of amendments which haven’t been written into it.  Unfortunately, I’ve not had time with GM job.  As soon as a new GM arrives, it will become priority.

Vote to accept President’s report – 38 in favour, 1 abstention.  Report accepted.

· CCSO Report – Helen Wright

Vote to accept CCSO’s report – 37 in favour, 4 abstentions.  Report accepted.

· LGB Report – Ritchie Jones

Vote to accept LGB’s report – 42 in favour, 3 abstentions.  Report accepted.

· SVB Report – Bex Hewitt

Vote to accept SVO’s report – 44 in favour, 1 abstention.  Report accepted.

· AU Report – Becky Allen

Vote to accept AU’s report – 43 in favour, 2 abstentions.  Report accepted.

· UMCB Report – Alad Ifan

Mal Faloon – What is the Welsh Federal College?

AI:  We are asking for more courses through the medium of Welsh at higher education level.  We would like a part of the UW which would be responsible for the learning through the medium of Welsh; this would be the Welsh Federal College.

Vote to accept UMCB – 40 in favour, 4 abstentions.  Report accepted.

6. Senedd Report and Ratification of Senedd Business
Given by Andrew Wilson, Union President.

Indicative vote to accept Senedd report (minutes will be brought to the next GM).

40 in favour, Report passed

7. Policy Motions

· The Budget
Presented by CCSO, Helen Wright

Ritchie Jones – Is it possible for NL to apply to the Welsh Assembly for free condoms?

Bryn Jones, NL co-ordinator – the SARO is currently looking into that.

No Speech Against.

Vote to accept the budget for this year – 41 in favour, 1 abstention.  Budget passed.
· Greenhouse Gases Motion

Melanie Hope – Chair of People and Planet.

Speech for – MH - we all know what climate change can do.  The UN have said that it’s possible to stabilise CO2 emissions. 

Speech against - Helen Browning – Worried if is passed, it’ll be put in a drawer and forgotten.  Perhaps the people who care about this can stand for campaigns officer.

Speech for – Andrew Wilson - If People and Planet are willing to help; the President is willing to support it.

Vote to accept the Greenhouse Gases motion – 33 in favour, 9 abstentions.  Motion passed.

· Boycott of ESSO Motion

Nicci MacLeod – Secretary of People and Plant.

Bex Hewitt – when the ESSO policy was renewed, it was said that there would be campaign, but no campaign emerged.

NM – we intend to give out leaflets and arrange theme nights to raise awareness.

Becky Allen – how do you expect to get students who have cars to stop using ESSO?

NM – e-mails have been sent out and other students will get the message.

Mal Faloon – What will be the stance if the mini-bus needs to stop at an ESSO garage?  

NM – this should only happen in extreme circumstances.

Speech for – NM - ESSO refuse to accept that its business will affect the climate, although the UN have carried out surveys which say that they will.  ESSO can afford to take action, but they won’t.

Speech against – Andrew Wilson – a lot of the issues are very valid, however we are here to represent students as students.  The People and Planet can do campaigns, but this is not a problem singular to ESSO, all petrol companies do the damage.  As citizens we should back this, but not as students of the union.

Vote to accept the boycott of ESSO motion – 16 in favour, 23 against, 11 abstentions.  

Motion is dropped.

· No War Against Iraq Motion

Simon Mills – proposer

Aneurin Wyn Davies – has anyone asked Tony Blair if he wishes to go to war?  We shouldn’t, as a union, vote on this, unless we are sure.

SM – we could change the wording on the motion.  Parliament doesn’t appear to be opposing the war.

Mal Faloon – what are you hoping to achieve by this motion?

SM – we want support from the union so we can use its support in other groups.

Speech for - SM – we should be in complete opposition to this war which is based on oil and other economical reasons.

Speech against - Andrew Wilson –there is an equal opportunities statement in the constitution of the union.  We have students from all over the world.  This is not an issue for students.  Citizens, yes, students, no.

Vote to accept the war against Iraq motion – 8 in favour, 36 against, 9 abstentions.  Motion is dropped.


20:55 – Helen Browning - Vote for a 10-minute break – All in favour, motion passed.

· Wine Connoisseurs Society Affiliation

Joseph Bachman - proposer

Becky Allen – How often will it take place?

JB – once to twice a month

Helen Wright – did you say you would make people pay for the bottles of wine

JB – no, the membership fee would be used for that.

Vote to accept affiliation – 41 in favour, 1 against, 2 abstentions – Affiliation accepted.

· Bangor University BUNAC Association (BUBA) Affiliation

Nick Hulbert - proposer

Becky Allen – don’t you need 15 members to start a club?

NH – yes, we have a list if you want to view it.

Vote to accept affiliation – 42 in favour, 1 abstention – Affiliation accepted.

· The Bangor Circle Affiliation



Richard Fletcher  - proposer



No questions



Vote to accept affiliation – 43 in favour, 5 abstentions – Affiliation accepted.

· The Bangor University Film Society Affiliation



Iwan Bennyworth - proposer



Bex Hewitt – in the event of a controversial film, would the union be supporting that?

IB – there are three stages of approval of a film, it can be shelved permanently if it is offensive.  The club committee would decide this.

Vote to accept affiliation – 43 in favour, 2 abstentions – Affiliation accepted.

8. Constitutional Amendments
· None
9. Emergency Motions

· None

10. Elections

· Executive Secretary

· Claire Jardine.  Nominated by Ritchie Jones

· Vote – 27 in favour, 8 against, Claire Jardine elected.
· LGB Officer

· Ritchie Jones.  Nominated by Claire Jardine
· Vote – 30 in favour, 5 against, Ritchie Jones elected.
· Campaigns Officer

· Emma Hughes.  Nominated by Claire Boast.
· 30 in favour, 5 against.  Emma Hughes elected.
· Women’s Officer

· Mal Faloon.  Nominated by Katy Schreiber.
· Vote – 18 in favour, 17 against, Mal Faloon elected.
· Senedd Convenor

· Mike Quinn.  Nominated by Helen Browning.
· 33 in favour, 2 against, Mike Quinn elected.
· Mature Student’s Officer

· Aneurin Wyn Davies.  Nominated by Stephen Glencross.
· 8 in favour, 27 against, Aneurin Wyn Davies not elected.

· Elections Secretary

· Andrew Wilson.  Nominated by Becky Allen.
· Majority in favour, Andrew Wilson elected.
· Seren Editor

· Sam Burnett.  Nominated by Helen Wright.
· Majority in favour, Sam Burnett elected.
· Storm FM Chairperson

· Les Pritchard.  Nominated by Laura Kennedy
· Majority in favour, Les Pritchard elected.

· NUS Annual Conference x 6

· Helen Wright

· Bryn Jones

· Stephen Glencross

· Helen Browning

· Mike Quinn

· Majority in favour, all elected.

· NUS Wales Spring Conference x 6

· Helen Wright.

· Majority in favour, Helen Wright elected

11. Any Other Business

· Alexandra Zdinsta– only find out about the GM tonight through the intranet message board.  Could notices be put on the official announcements board?

Andrew Wilson – Fair point.  E-mail was sent out

Claire Jardine – I didn’t receive the e-mail.

AZ – the e-mail was sent out too early, students don’t remember things for that long!

· Alan Tabberer – BWRPS – the poster campaign for the GM was pretty dismal

· SU website – there are links on the AU website, but none on the CCSO.

Helen Wright – it will be sorted.

· Sam Burnett– is there any chance of publicising the motions, ESSO, etc before the GM

· Andrew Wilson – there is a section on the web which is a step in the right direction.

· AW – thanks for the short GM!  

· Bryn Jones – on behalf of NL – thanks Nightliners! Thanks exec!

· AW – merry Christmas Bob Connerton!!!

· Stephen Glencross - Many thanks to the translators

22:30 – Close

ATTENDANCE LIST

	Name
	Declared Interests

	Stephen Glencross
	SU Chair

	Helen Browning
	Exec/SVB/Photo Society

	Claire Jardine
	Exec Secretary

	Mike Quinn
	SVB

	Richard Franks
	-

	Kirsty Haysom
	SARC (absent from 8-10pm)

	Ken Bower
	Independent Senator

	Sarah Butterworth
	SODA

	Ritchie Jones
	LGB Officer

	Andrew Wilson
	SU President

	Sam Burnett
	SEREN

	Alad Ifan
	UMCB

	Nick Hulbert
	BUBA

	Kate Bailey
	BUBA

	Aneurin Wyn Davies
	Mature Students Officer

	Helen Wright
	CCSO

	Bex Hewitt
	SVO

	Becky Allen
	AU

	James Dent
	BUGS Chair

	Claire Hall
	BUGS

	John Potter
	BUGS Treasurer

	Richard Ayles
	BUMS President

	Alan Tabberer
	BWRPS President

	Andrew McClurey
	BUMS

	Melanie Hope
	People and Planet Chair

	Nicci MacLeod
	People and Planet Secretary

	Les Pritchard
	Storm FM

	A. Cowlishaw
	Photo Society

	Richard Fletcher
	

	Joseph Bachman
	Wine Society

	Jameel Hussain
	Basketball

	Aruser ARCHER
	Basketball

	Lucy Harter
	Storm FM

	Laura Kennedy
	Storm FM

	Bryn Jones
	Nightline

	Helen Harris
	Nightline

	Dawn Williams
	Concert Band

	Alexandra Zdinsta
	BUGS

	Victoria Letinska
	BWRPS/ROSTRA

	Alice Beetlestone
	Canoe Club

	Iain Wain
	Canoe Club

	Mal Faloon
	-

	Dave Sulch
	Stagecrew

	John Barnes
	Stagecrew/People and Planet

	S. Havier
	-

	R. Glen
	-

	Rachel Brown
	Rugby Club Captain

	Bryan Tozer
	Canoe Club/BWRPS

	Katy Schreiber
	RAG Senator

	Nicola Barrett
	Hockey Club

	Rachael McHugh
	SVB

	Simon Mills
	War on Iraq Campaign

	S. Dennis
	-

	Emma Hughes
	RAG

	Claire Boast
	RAG

	Simone Schreier
	RAG

	Steven McGlynn
	BWRPS

	Arron Smith
	BWRPS

	David O-Connor
	BWRPS

	Huw Tegid Roberts
	UMCB

	Vicky Prior
	Ffridd JCR

	Jonathon C
	Ffridd JCR

	Ian Forrester
	Ffridd JCR

	Emma Hall
	SODA

	Jenny Harding
	SODA

	Rob Shepherd
	Storm FM

	M. Newsome
	People and Plant


APOLOGIES

	Name 

	Karl Sadil

	Katherine Croft
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