Students’ Union Executive Committee Meeting

5th March 2007
Students’ Union Committee Room

Minutes
Present:
President, AU President, Communications and Societies Officer, Education and Welfare Officer, Independent Officer, Mature Students’ Officer, Chairperson, Women’s Officer, Campaigns and Publicity Officer, International Students’ Officer
Apologies:
UMCB President, LGBT Officer, Welsh Affairs Officer
Absent: 
Students with Disabilities Officer
214.
Minutes of the last meeting

Were accepted.

215.
Matters arising
The President reported further work on charity law following recent discussions with the Executive.

216.
Reports


i)
Sabbatical Officers
President

Attended the SVB Presentation organised by the SVB Manager and volunteers. It was a great opportunity for the students to let the University know a bit about what they get up to and how important it is for the university and local communities.

I met the head of the Ocean Sciences department to discuss the proposed changes that are happening in the school, I also spoke with the father of an Environmental Forensics student who was quite concerned about the impact of the changes.

I chaired the first meeting of the Environment and Sustainability Steering Group, which seemed to me to be quite productive. It was good to meet with interested students who have real expertise and could be a real help to the Students’ Union with the new building coming up and also the University as they seek to be more sustainable and environmentally aware.

I registered our delegates for NUS conference at Blackpool, and will be arranging a meeting between all 6 delegates at some point to discuss the motions and logistics.

I attended a disciplinary at Rathbone with the Education and Welfare Officer which lasted 5 hours. I have some grave concerns about the whole process and will be encouraging Emma to get the system changed for next year.

I popped by the Rhyngol, which looked to be quite lively and was certainly well organised by the Bangor contingent. Well done to UMCB for winning the event, and well done to Gerallt for all his efforts putting it all together. It’s good for the Union to show that we are capable of successfully running events of such prestigious calibre in the Welsh community.

UMCB President

This week I:

· Had a discussion with Welsh Peer Guides at a peer guiding session.

· Held Clwb Cymru on St. David’s Day with about 170 present.

· Did a few things for the Elections Committee.

· The best part of my week was taken up by the Inter-Collegiate arrangements:

1) Organising accommodation

2) Organising the gig

3) Sorting out prizes

4) Preparing Academi

5) Holding the day of competitions at Academi.

· The Inter-Collegiate Eisteddfod was a great success with Bangor winning and the gig in the evening was packed.

· The Inter-Collegiate was a great event for all Welsh students and for the trading company.

· Thanks to everyone who helped and especially to Lowri Evans and Lowri Davies.

Communications and Societies Officer

· I ran training for treasurers in response to requests from various committees. The attendees were mostly from new societies, although a couple were from societies who had already held their AGM. It seemed to go well, and was a good refresher session for us in advance of the large amount of training sessions we’ll be holding after Easter

· I tried to hold two Stage Crew meetings: an Exec meeting and a General Meeting. Unfortunately only one person turned up. I was quite annoyed about that, and have expressed my displeasure both by email and by halting access to the Crew Room again

· I ran a quiz night to select our University Challenge team. We now have a team of four with one reserve. I’m very pleased with the team we’ve selected: they’re all outgoing and bright which should help them to get through to the TV round of the show

· I continued to turn up to peer guide training sessions

· I helped with the organisation of the Course Rep Forum, sending out emails and posting on all the departmental intranet boards

· I attended the Environment and Sustainability Steering Group. This was quite a productive meeting, with lots of ideas floating back and forth

· I turned up to the Rhyng-gol to see what was going on – well done to Gerallt and the two Lowris for organising such a successful event, and to all the Bangor participants for winning the overall prize

· I went to a BEDS rehearsal to promote the referendum

· I spent Wednesday afternoon distributing posters for the referendum

· I ordered badges and t-shirts for the referendum

· I helped Emma Dodd to finish sorting out the Seren office which is now in full use

· I helped the Amnesty Group to book their places at the Amnesty national conference.

Education and Welfare Officer
· Made sure that Nightline had enough Criminal Record Bureau check forms, and contacted a couple of people who had dropped out of their training to check that they were o.k. 

· Emailed all the welfare officers in Wales to see if I could gain support for a petition to try and get free contraception for Welsh Students Unions. 

· Went to Prides meeting to try and keep an eye on their financial procedures!! 

· Attended a meeting of the Faith Task and End group, where it was decided that we need to look for some definite provision for students of different faiths – these recommendations are soon going to be moving forward to the SS/SU Task Group with the hope of getting some sort of Faith Room set up in the University soon. 

· Attended the meeting which gives special consideration to halls applications – JCR’s, social or medical issues and modern foreign language students. This raised some issues about JCR’s – I am now planning to make sure I work with my successor on this over the summer as I believe it is an issue that is going to have to be addressed in the near future. 

· Spent an afternoon postering for the referendum campaign 

· Am trying to arrange a meeting with Estates to discuss the future of Nightline – obviously when Rathbone closes, they’re going to have to re-locate. Unfortunately, Estates do not think that this is a priority but have assured me that it has been flagged up as an issue for discussion at a later date and whoever is in post at this point will be consulted. 

· A very long evening at a Halls disciplinary. As a result of this, I wrote a lengthy letter to the Registrar – I have several concerns about the way these meetings are carried out.    

· Helped Gerallt by stapling the Rhnyg-gol booklets together (I just wanted to play with the giant stapler, really….)

AU President

No report received?

216.
Disaffiliation campaign


The Campaigns and Publicity Officer requested money from the campaigns budget to cover the NUS disaffiliation campaign that was mandated by Council. 

The Mature Students’ Officer also informed the Executive that Seren would be requested £420 to cover the elections/referendum special edition.


It was resolved to allow both parties the requested money.

217.
Sabbatical leave

The CSO brought the matter of sabbatical leave during re-election campaigns to the attention of the Executive. 

Following discussion it was decided that those sabbatical officers seeking re-election should go on as planned and take campaigning time off as annual leave.

218.
Societies Officer


The CSO brought to the Executive a suggestion from students about the possibility of having a Societies Officer on the Union Executive. 


After some discussion it was decided that there wasn’t really a need for such an officer and that the CSO should communicate such to the students concerned.

219.
Photocopying costs


The CSO raised the matter of photocopying costs in the Students’ Union and whether there should be parity between the costs in the Media Room and at Reception.

It was noted that the matter had been discussed by the previous year’s Executive, but that the prices should be reviewed at a later meeting.

220.
Stage Crew


The CSO reported difficulties getting members of Stage Crew to attend meetings and further reported that the group had difficulties following procedures that had been put in place following the problems earlier in the year.

It was noted that their funds had subsequently been frozen and access to their room halted pending a successful committee meeting.

221.
Storm FM


The CSO reported that Storm FM had requested money that had been agreed by last year’s Executive for wiring Storm throughout the Students’ Union building. It was noted that the terms of their license would have to be checked.
The President checked on SAGE and it was noted that the money had already been transferred at the end of the previous financial year.

222.
AOB

There are no items to report.
