Students’ Union Executive Committee Meeting

19th March 2007
Students’ Union Committee Room

Minutes
Present: 
Chair, UMCB President, Campaigns & Publicity Officer, CSO, Women’s Officer, AU President, Education & Welfare Officer, Independent Officer, Mature Students Officer, International Officer, Peter Banks
Apologies: 
President, Welsh Affairs Officer

Absent: 
SWD Officer, LGBT Officer

Chair’s Opening Remarks
The Chair congratulated the President, AU President and CSO on their re-election.

229. 
Minutes of the Last Meeting
No minutes available. To be passed next week. 

230. 
Matters arising
No matters arising.
231. 
Reports
i) Sabbatical Officers
President

No reported submitted

UMCB President

· I attended a Heads of Academic Departments meeting – a very short meeting.

· The Senate met on Monday evening – also a shorter than usual meeting.

· I attended the Elections’ Karaoke to make sure that everything ran smoothly.

· On Tuesday I was at Wrexham and the Normal Site with the elections; also I returned the translation equipment with Gareth.

· I did office work on Wednesday, catching up with post and e-mail.

· I went over to the St. Mary’s site with the elections.

· I was at JMJ with the elections’ box on Thursday and at the Ffriddoedd site in the morning.

· I helped to count the votes on the Thursday night.

· Clwb Cymru was held – many people attended as it was also part of the Elections Party.
· I had a day off work on the Friday. 

AU President

· Spent Monday catching up on paperwork and preparing for my leave

· Took 3 days off A/L

· Got re-elected

· Missed my train therefore sent apologies.

· Took another day off

Education & Welfare Officer

· Casework 

· Board of Academic Heads 

· Senate 

· Went to candidates karaoke and saw in the beginning of Carolan’s birthday 

· Went to a meeting with Ruth Goggin about Halls disciplinary procedure 

· Attended the Halls and Catering sub group on behalf of Carolan and Sam. 

· Wrote a piece for the disability service newsletter on student representation 

· Attended the elections party 

· Had an afternoon off 

· Probably lots of other stuff, but I’m not sure I remember it. 

The Education and Welfare Officer agreed to send a summary of the Halls and Catering Sub-group to the whole Executive.

CSO

· been re-elected

· taken four days off

· spent my one day at work sorting out orders for societies and starting to proof-read Seren.

232.
Welsh Postgraduate Forum

This group has approached the UMCB President asking for a start up grant as they have now been affiliated for a while. They have been running  as a part of UMCB. The money that they are asking for would be spent on publicity for the group. 

The Executive agreed that money for the start-up grant shall come from the UMCB budget.

233.
Journalists Union 

A member of the Journalists Union has approached the UMCB President about getting students to join the national union of journalists, which costs £10 rather than £150. They would like to come here and talk with us about arranging to offer this to our students. It may be that we take a role in co-ordinating this scheme. 
The Education and Welfare officer mentioned that this could tie in with the work the NUS has been doing with the NUT for teaching students. 

A meeting is to be arranged for after Easter. 

234.
Faith Talks as part of the Diversity Programme

The Independent Officer has arranged for the Rabbi Professor Dan Cohen Sherbock to come and talk on April 30 on the topic “Is the Bible a help or a hindrance in the Middle East conflict?”
The Anglican Chaplaincy has kindly arranged accommodation for him, but the Independent Officer would like us to release money from his budget to pay for travel fees.
As this is something that clubs and societies do for speakers, the Executive decided that this would be ok. 

235.
AGM

The Chair asked the meeting for any ideas which could be taken back to the Steering Committee regarding the running of this meeting. 

Ideas that have been put forward so far include:

· Separate question papers for each officer

· A poster campaign

· Council and the General Meeting will be advertised at the AGM

· A potential move of location

· Consideration of the number of translation headsets available

· An article is being put into Seren

· We may be able to use the Storm FM texting system for students to ask questions

It was felt that the AGM could place more focus on the motions that have been passed through Council this year, perhaps with a big display board showing policy passed whilst students are signing in. As a part of the sign in process, students will be asked to show their NUS card. 

International societies will be asked if they would like to provide some food.

All officers will have to give a report at the AGM; these will have to be submitted after Easter.

It was noted that in order for the infrared translation equipment to work, the room does need to be well lit.
236.
AOB

i.
Congratulations and many thanks to the Mature Students’ Officer for his work as the Elections Secretary.
