Students’ Union Executive Committee Meeting

12th March 2007
Students’ Union Committee Room

Minutes
Present:
President, AU President, Communications and Societies Officer, Education and Welfare Officer, Independent Officer, Mature Students’ Officer, Chairperson, Women’s Officer, Campaigns and Publicity Officer, International Students’ Officer
Apologies:
UMCB President, LGBT Officer, Welsh Affairs Officer
Absent: 
Students with Disabilities Officer
223.
Minutes of the last meeting

Were accepted.

224.
Matters arising
The President reported further work on charity law following recent discussions with the Executive.

225.
Reports


i) Sabbatical Officers
President

5th March – met with the Mayor to discuss the visit of the Bangor Slaters on April 3rd. I’ve asked SVB if they would publicise the event as the Mayor would like students to help marshalling guests at the concert in the cathedral.

The Course Rep Forum took place on Monday 5th – this was a good opportunity to meet with course reps from across the University, and the points that were raised will feed back into our discussions with the University about changes that need to be made to the system.

Met ‘Jen’ from the Push Guides – these are guides to universities across the country. She had been all over Bangor and met with me for about 20 minutes to answer a few more questions about life in Bangor generally.

Saturday 10th March – I was the bingo caller at the SVB Easter Tea Dance. Well done to the volunteers who made this first-time event such a success. All of the old people who turned up enjoyed themselves thoroughly and I rather enjoyed calling the numbers, it was a welcome distraction.

I have campaigned on the referendum, and I spoke at the EGM on 9th March. I do think it’s a shame that NUS haven’t approached the referendum campaign in quite the same spirit of openness that the Executive have.

I took three half days to campaign in the Union elections.

UMCB President

· I visited Ysgol Dyffryn Nantlle and a school in Aberystwyth with the student panel.

· Bethan Gwanas, the novelist and broadcaster, visited JMJ to promote a book so I ensured that there were students there to meet her.

· I held a meeting with a reporter from the Herald who was interested in coming to Bangor to talk to students about being a part of the Union.

· I helped with the hustings meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday nights. Also I was at the EGM on Friday night running round the place like a fool with a mike in my hand.

· A crew of students came to record interviews for their third year work as they are preparing a programme about UMCB.

· I was in the audience for the television current affairs programme Pawb a’i Farn on Thursday night with other UMCB members.

· I held a Welsh open day on the Friday.

· I went with Gareth to pick up additional headsets from Caernarfon for the EGM.

· The rest of my week was taken up by a number of tasks related to the Inter-Collegiate Eisteddfod e.g. letters of thanks, returning borrowed equipment etc. 

Communications and Societies Officer

· taken 4 half days to campaign

· worked hard for the yes to disaffiliation campaign, distributing fliers, posters, badges and t-shirts, speaking to as many students as possible and dispelling misinformation being spread around the campus

· had a Stage Crew committee meeting. The committee has asked if they can become a society again, so James Kerr will be writing a policy motion suggesting this course of action

· attended the SVB Easter Tea Party

· photographed the University Challenge team; their application is now complete and just needs to be posted off

· helped with the Course Rep Forum; some interesting things arose here, especially the problems Ocean Science students are facing. We’ll be having a meeting with Ocean Science students next Monday to discuss this.

· Attended the EGM and had a productive chat with Stephen Brown, NUS National Secretary.

Education and Welfare Officer
· Finished off and sent last weeks letter to the Registrar 

· Did some final, last minute advertising for my personal safety class, and ran this. I have now been offered the chance to run the course again at a discounted rate, which I am now considering. 

· Organised the course reps forum in conjunction with Sam and Carolan 

· Taken two afternoons out of the office to go and talk to students about the NUS referendum 

· Went up to peer guide training 

· Took minutes at the EGM (which meant I also attended it, I guess) 

· Saw some girls from St Mary’s JCR about what’s going on their site so hopefully we should be able to attend an open meeting which should be being held soon 

· Casework 

· Read lots of minutes for the various meetings I’m attending this week. 

· Did a morning at the College of Arts and Humanities Open Day 

· Nightline odds and sods – including the organisation of their AGM. 

AU President

Gave a verbal report.
Reported that he had attended the Course Rep Forum, had worked on the ‘yes to disaffiliation’ campaign, had spent time on paperwork and processing orders.

ii) Voluntary Executive Officers
The Campaigns Officer reported that he had been working hard on the NUS campaign, that he had ordered 90 t-shirts, 1000 badges and lots of posters for publicising the referendum. 

The Mature Students’ Officer reported that due to the intense workload of being Elections Secretary he hadn’t been able to do much in the way of mature students work aside from promoting OAPeer Guides at peer guide training sessions, but further reported that the prospective next MSO had taken on some of the work.

The Welsh Affairs Officer reported that she had been working hard in the past two weeks on the Rhyngol, that she had designed and produced ‘The Awen’, a booklet of the winning literary compositions from the inter-collegiate Eisteddfod. She said that she had been busy on the Friday night working towards the Rhyngol, that she was part of the UMCB Choir and that she had further written thank you letters to all the adjudicators who took part in the event.

The SWD Officer reported that although he had been very busy with exams he had attended Nightline training as SWD Officer, he had submitted material for his next campaign for translation and that he was looking into conducting a campaign through the internet.
The Chairperson reported that she had worked on the EGM, that she had attended the Course Reps Forum, had attended peer guide training that she had spent some time campaigning in the disaffiliation campaign.
226.
Referendum
There was some discussion on the recent referendum campaign, the Executive were satisfied that all those officers who had worked on the campaign had done so properly. The Executive all felt that either result would be welcomed.

There was some concern expressed that the democratic processes were unclear to members at the EGM, this matter was referred to the Steering Committee for further thought.

227.
Executive Committee quoracy

The Campaigns and Publicity Officer brought the matter of Executive quoracy to the meeting, saying that he felt there should be a requirement for a minimum number of officers to be present before matters were discussed.

The President reported that charity law required at least 3 trustees present, but the Executive agreed that it would be better to have a higher quorum.
It was resolved that the matter would be taken to the final Council meeting of the year for discussion.

228.
AOB

There was no other business to discuss.

