Students’ Union Executive Meeting

12th February 2007

Committee Room

Present: 
Chairperson, President, Communications and Societies Officer, Mature Students’ Officer, UMCB President, International Students’ Officer, Independent Officer, Women’s Officer
Apologies: 
Welsh Affairs Officer, Campaigns Officer, AU President, Education and Welfare Officer, Students With Disabilities Officer, LGBT Officer
Absent: 
-
191. 
Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meetings on 29/1/07 and 5/2/07 were passed.

192. 
Matters Arising

[i] 
Referring to minute 181, the CSO queried whether it was necessary for the Executive to make extra efforts to communicate with clubs and societies once a semester, given that this would duplicate the work of the AU and Societies Committees.
193. 
Reports

President
We had a UTC Board meeting on 5th February – it was another very positive and encouraging meeting, we were able to look at ways in which we can take the company forward in the short and medium term. We’ve enlisted the help of a local woman to conduct a feasibility study on some of our ideas.

The Student Forum took place on Wednesday 7th February – as well as lunch in the Curved Lounge, senior members of the University were treated to a quick tour of the Storm FM studio, which they were very interested in. There were some good discussions at the meeting – degree classification, safety on campus, the implementation of the Estates Strategy and also some interesting reports from the CSO and Education and Welfare Officer on their respective departments in the Students’ Union.

Quality Assurance Task Group met on Thursday 8th February. It was a very interesting meeting, and the members of the committee were very interested in and grateful for the paper I produced based on the feedback from Councillors at the December meeting. There are further matters to consult students on which I will hopefully be able to raise at the next Council meeting.

Have written to the NUS Wales Deputy President responding to her initial email to me regarding the referendum in which she stated that “we are deeply disappointed to hear of these plans, and also disappointed that we heard it from your students and not yourself. Having recently been co opted onto the WNEC we were wondering what your personal stance on this issue is, as due to you being an officer of the Welsh Exec, we would be expecting you to be with us in support of affiliation.” I have told her that my position in Bangor and what I’ve been mandated to do by Council far outweighs any position I hold within NUS Wales. As far as I’m concerned I’m no longer on the NUS Wales Executive Committee.

I have been reading a report this week from an NUS-commissioned solicitor on the relationship between universities and their students’ unions – I’ve still not quite made sense of the whole thing, and this legal opinion isn’t quite what I was expecting following the research, etc, that I’ve done so far into the matter. I shall be meeting with the Deputy Registrar to discuss this at some point.

I also had two days off last week, which was nice.

CSO

· attended a Student Forum meeting. I gave a presentation on SU societies which seemed to go down well. The VC asked if I’d like to give the presentation at University Council (although it remains to be seen whether I am actually invited along)

· argued about strippers on Storm FM’s current affairs show The Forum

· attended the SVB Steering Committee meeting where we discussed their plans for Volunteering Week and received reports from the SVB Office and Promotions Committee

· attended the Strategic Planning Meeting organised by Sam

· proof-read Seren and sent it off to print

· organised Red Cross training on the Friday

· drew up a draft constitution for Seren to work on

· spoke to NUS Wales Women’s Officer about our referendum

· communicated with a student who wants to prevent the affiliation of the Politics/Conservative Society to the SU

· worked with Amnesty on their plans to run a campaign surrounding the diamond trade

· counted a huge amount of money from Serendipity (we didn’t break even, oh well)

· chose the winner of our raffle

· attended the BEDS production of The Tempest

· proof-read the Uni’s press release about Storm FM

· attempted to sort out the disagreement between UWB Pride and Young Fabians about missing Fruit Salad posters.

AU President

· Undeb Trading Meeting

· Met with Canoe Polo to discuss finances. They have been looking closely at their finances and think that they are on track for this year’s repayment as long as some more sponsorship/external grants are brought in. They have had a very successful year attending weekend events in Liverpool and even being invited to a fairly exclusive tournament by Nottingham University. They are hoping for a good result this year in the BUSA Canoe Polo championships on the 20-22 April. 

· Attended Student forum. Commented that the University has been very lacking in their work on sport, not fixing any problems that we have raised especially with regards to the boatsheds. Also mentioned that it is now February and I am only just having my first Sport and Recreation subgroup, something that, in my opinion should have been organised a long time ago. Also that I have seen nothing from the University in regards to drafting a Sport Strategy that I was promised by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor. 

· BUSA with 5 teams away and 5 at home.

· Met with Archery, they have been asked to host one of the National championship events next season and are planning and booking everything for that.

· Set up an AU Facebook group to keep members updated as to events. Unfortunately I missed my target of beating the ‘red phone to the president’ membership in one day. The group currently has 99 members.

· AU Night, not the best attended but a good night. Lots of good fancy dress efforts. 

· Entered Surf into this years competition in Newquay – the biggest surfing event in Europe.

· Started organising the collection of emergency contact details and the like for the teams going on tour.

UMCB President

This week I have:

· Spent a lot of time on last minute arrangements for the Scotland trip. 145 of us finally went and everyone appeared to have a good time.

· Attended a combined meeting of the Bilingualism Panel and TASIG (Welsh Language Strategy Task Group). We mainly discussed the Language Programme Report, looking at our strengths and weaknesses within the University.
· Helped to put up posters concerning the Elections and attended an Elections Committee meeting.

· Attended in part the Union Strategy meeting on Thursday evening.

· Attempted to promote the Federal College rally that is being held this Saturday – we intend to take a bus down to Aberystwyth.

· Spent a lot of time working on the Inter-Collegiate Eisteddfod.

Education and Welfare Officer


-

Mature Students’ Officer

Informed the Executive that much of his time recently had been taken up with elections work, but that his recently-formed committee had taken on some of the work and that his responsibilities as Mature Students’ representative weren’t suffering unduly.

Chairperson

Informed the Executive that her time in recent weeks had been taken up with Union Council and two Steering Committee meetings, and also that she had organised a ‘strategic thinking’ meeting the previous week.

Independent Officer

Informed the Executive that his time recently had been taken up with organising the Faith Room at Serendipity 2, attending Steering meetings and Union Council. He further informed the Executive that he was trying to organise a talk on Christianity and homosexuality, and that he was trying to get the Archbishop of Wales to come along.
Women’s Officer

Informed the Executive that she had had 45 people sign up at Serendipity 2 indicating an interest in the Women’s Committee and that she hoped to have a committee up and running soon. She further informed the Executive that she was working on a new logo for the Women’s Committee.

International Students’ Officer

Informed the Executive that he had been working with the Chinese Society to get them going, and that he had spent much of his time recently organising international students’ groups for the upcoming international students evening organised by Student Services and subsequently informing those groups that the event has been postponed.
194. 
SVB Manager position

The CSO informed the Executive that as the current Student Volunteering Manager had indicated his intention to leave the post in July the position needed to be looked at in order to find someone to take up the position.

She further informed the Executive that the Pro-Vice-Chancellor Widening Participation, Meri Huws, had suggested at a recent SVB Steering Committee meeting that the Students’ Union make a request to the University Executive for financial assistance with the post.  
There was some discussion as to how the post should fit in within the Union structures.

It was resolved to invite the Student Volunteering Manager to the following Executive meeting to discuss the matter.
195. 
JCRs
The Mature Students’ Officer raised some issues that had been brought to his attention regarding JCR Committees. 


There was some discussion as to whether the JCRs should become in some way part of the Students’ Union. 

It was noted that JCRs are already entitled to use the Union Finance Office. It was suggested that the Union could start by helping the JCRs with their constitutions if they were amenable.

196.
Students’ Union/Undeb Trading/Undeb Management

The Mature Students’ Officer raised the structure of the Students’ Union and its related companies as a problem given that it doesn’t say anything in the Union constitution about the matter.

It was resolved that clarification was needed in the constitution about the matter.

197.
Late licenses for local food outlets

The Independent Officer brought the matter of Upper Bangor food outlets not being allowed to stay open after closing times for local night-time venues and asked whether the Students’ Union could get involved in the matter.

It was noted that such issues are local planning and licensing matters and as such the local businesses should get in contact with the Council.

198.
Storm FM show proposal

The Communications and Societies Officer brought a ‘show proposal form’ from Storm FM regarding the daily Students’ Union show on Storm. It was noted that the Programme Controller had offered to find a producer within Storm FM for the show who would be able to help the Executive as radio novices come up with ideas for the show and that this had not happened yet.

It was resolved that the Communications and Societies Officer should get in contact with Storm FM on the matter.

199.
AOB

[i] 
The CSO informed the Executive that Peer Guide training was starting this week and the Students’ Union were involved in it for the first time. She further requested help from members of the Executive for sessions that she and the AU President were unable to make.

[ii] 
The CSO informed the Executive of her upcoming meeting with the Students’ Union media groups to draw up a Service Level Agreement detailing some of their obligations and invited any interested officers to attend.
