Executive Committee Meeting Thursday 8th December 2005 18.10

Students’ Union Committee Room
Present: Stephen Connor (AU President and Chair), Stuart Edwards (Campaigns Officer), Sam Godwin (Mature Students’ Officer), Rob Harris (President), Lecsi Hindley (Secretary), Rachael Hobbs (CCSO), Jesse Kasuku (International Students’ Officer), Laurel Morgan (Welfare Officer), Vince Newton (Students with Disabilities Officer), Andy Owen (LGBT Officer), Sam Rowe (Women’s Officer).

Apologies: Llion Dafydd (UMCB President), Leila Salisbury (Welsh Affairs Officer), Jojo Spearing (Chairperson).

Absent: Alec McKenzie (Executive Member without Portfolio).

In attendance: Ann Parry - Students’ Union General Manager.

Open: 18.15

166. The minutes of the last meeting were accepted by majority.
167.  Matters Arising
149 – Cash Box for SVB – CCSO. The General Manager had not been informed about the cash box. The CCSO apologised and will provide the necessary information immediately. 

Agenda
At this point, agenda item 174. Students’ view of the Union was added.
	168. Website: Blogs, Welsh, missing pages etc. – CCSO.
The CCSO informed the Executive that she is trying to put as much information on the website as possible. She requested that each member of the Executive Committee make a blog. The blog will be online in the language it was written in, pending translation. The CCSO informed the Executive that items about the meningitis campaign, the current water problems and news items had been added. The CCSO will work with the relevant people to keep the website updated.

	

	169. Councillors List - CCSO.
The CCSO reminded the Executive that she had emailed a list of current councillors to them. There are still a significant number of gaps. She requested that if anyone knew of any more councillors to let steering know. The Students with Disabilities Officer asked about what had been done to allow breaks during Council meetings? Steering is working on this issue, but there a few factors to consider, such as cost and quorum. Steering was mandated to investigate the issue and find out the cost of refreshments.

	Steering


	170. Training the Trainer Course – CCSO.
The CCSO brought to the Executive a request to attend a Training the Trainer course. The course would be beneficial to the role of CCSO, especially in training clubs and societies etc. After much discussion, it was decided not to send the President as well as it was noted that after the course the CCSO would be able to train other Executive members in any relevant areas. The course is run over 3 days and will cost £250. It was agreed that the CCSO would attend the course. 

	

	171. Executive Committee meeting times in last week of term – President. 
Friday was deemed to be the day suitable for most people. It was noted that the Sabbatical Officers would be attending a University Court meeting at 2pm that day, which would possible last for a couple of hours. 6pm was agreed upon, with the possibility of the Sabbatical Officers being slightly late.
172. Campaigns – Campaigns Officer.
The Campaigns Officer informed the Executive that he had been approached by Stonewall (a lobbying group which campaigns for rights for lesbian, gay and bisexuals). They would like to have stall in the Union, under the Curved Lounge and in the foyer. It was noted that a stall in the foyer would not be possible due to fire regulations. The Campaigns Officer further informed the Executive that the funding used to produce their bilingual material would be stopping. The Campaigns Officer noted that Stonewall would then not to able to advertise in Welsh students’ unions. A Stonewall representative had requested that the Students' Union write a letter on their behalf saying that Welsh students’ unions cannot use monolingual material and how this will affect Stonewall detrimentally. The Campaigns Officer was mandated to produce a letter and send it to the Secretary, who would proof-read it and get it translated.
173. Smoking Ban – CCSO.

There was much discussion on this item. It was noted that any ban was an Undeb (Trading) Cyf. issue, as they own the buildings, and the Executive could not make any decisions regarding that. It was noted that Council had mandated the Executive to lobby on the issue as a whole. The CCSO had listed three main areas to work on: 1. Writing a document for the Undeb (Trading) Cyf. Board of Directors. 2. Put information on the website; the Students' Union are committed to the health of its members etc. and 3. A campaign and/or a publicity stunt. The Campaigns Officer informed the Executive that the Campaigns Committee had decided to run a survey of students and he noted that the group disagree with a potential no smoking policy. After further discussion, it was decided that the smoking issue would now come under the remit of the Welfare Officer and the Welfare Campaign Committee. Anti-spiking campaigns were also discussed and the logistics of smokers leaving their drinks to go and smoke. The Welfare Officer noted that students would leave their drinks if they really wanted to go and smoke.  It was agreed that the website would be important method of communication for students and the Union regarding this issue.
174. Students’ View of the Union – Campaigns Officer.

The Campaigns Officer informed the Executive that the Campaigns Committee had carried out some unofficial research into what students thought of the Students' Union. Apparently, the current view is mainly that it is a big youth club. It was pointed out that many students do not know what the Students' Union does. The Campaigns Officer suggesting making a pack explaining what the Students' Union does. The CCSO reminded the Executive that a postal survey was carried out before Freshers’ Week and much money was spent on the Students' Union handbook which was sent to all first years. A Questionnaires and Strategic Plan Working Group had been set up and results of the survey had been collated.

The CCSO left at 19.02. 

The President informed the Executive that the issue was already being addressed and that the DAPS assessors had requested a QAA students response.

Ann Parry left at 19.05.

It was agreed that all the ideas were already in the pipeline and will be implemented soon.
	Campaigns Officer


175. Reports.

AU President

· SU Management Meeting.
· Successful BUSA (30-11-05).
· Met with someone who wanted to set up a Fishing Club.
· Went to Northern BUSA Meeting.
· SU Management Meeting.
· SU Council.
· Planed for an AU Night.
· Went to watch Rachel Stevens.
· Successful BUSA (07-12-05).
· General Running of the AU.
· Meetings with several Clubs.

· Looked into the AU Questionnaire.
· Looked into amending the AU Constitution.
· Numerous Undeb Trading Cyf. issues.
Campaigns Officer
This week I have been arranging the campaigns committee’s website and sorted out our addition to the Bangor S.U Website. I have also been in contact with a variety of different group to discuss the issues surrounding the blood donation campaign and the fight against homophobia. I have also been doing some research into the Welsh language liberation campaign and research Coleg Cymraeg Nawr. I have also distributed an electronic e-mail to most of our union which expresses the aims and hopes of our committee. 
CCSO
· Attended buffet held by VC 
· Wrote lengthy email to VC about lots of key issues 
· Went to World Aids Day Cathedral Service 
· Met with Rock Society 
· Day off sick ( 
· Got sexy new haircut 
· SU Management Meeting – short listing candidates for staff position (finance) 
· Completely sorted out cloakroom – new hangers etc 
· Attended council 
· Help new clubs and socs prepare for council 
· Admin for newly affiliated societies 
· Saw Rachel Stevens in time 
· Convened meeting of SU Questionnaire & Strategic Plan Working Group 
· Attended Board of Academic Heads Meeting 

· Spoke to new society – BBAS about affiliation 
· Beer mat flipping for meningitis campaign 
· SU Management Meeting – short listing candidates for staff position (admin) 
· Updated website – water, beer mat flipping, news and communication section 
· Cloakroom, signing in, finance & general Admin
Chairperson

Not present at meeting.
Executive without Portfolio
Not present at meeting.
International Students’ Officer
Written report not submitted.
LGBT Officer
· Buffet with the VC.

· Attended and read at the World Aids Day service at the cathedral.

· Attended Fruit Salad.

· Attended UWB Pride meeting.

· Did the scoreboard at the beer mat flipping competition in aid of meningitis.

· Handed out condoms in Time as part of the ongoing Welfairy campaign (wearing fairy wings).

· Attended Union Council and assisted Steering.

· Publicised NUS LGBT campaign information.

· Sorted out payment for the UWB Pride Christmas meal.

Mature Students’ officer
Written report not submitted.
President

· Amended the Unions entry in The Push Guide so the information is more accurate.

· Met with the Director of Estates regarding Security and new Halls

· Buffet with VC and his wife

· Quality Assurance Sub Task Group in Wrexham; I also met some radiographers and nursing students whilst I was there

· Hirael Community Meeting

· Interview with BUFFS

· Trading matters

· Drove minibus for SVB Out and About Programme

· Wrote SU Executive Council Report

· Attended SU Council

· Sorted Office and other General Admin

· I now have a calendar outside my office for people to see when I am busy and free.

· Presidents’ Q and A Publicity

· Police Liaison Meeting

· JCR/CWB liaison meeting

· University Senate

· SU Management Meeting re: Job Application forms for Llinos’ maternity leave replacement

· Researched Library opening times.

· Advertised Presidents Q and A session

Secretary

· Typed up the minutes of the last Executive meeting.
· Started writing Councillors’ handbook.

· Started typing up minutes of December’s Council meeting.

Students with Disabilities Officer
Written report to be submitted.
UMCB President
Not present at meeting.
Welfare Officer

· Meningitis Campaign

· Beer Mat Flipping Competition

· Chaired 2 Nightline meetings

· Union Council

· Police liaison meeting

· Physical Working Access Group meeting

· University Senate + initial DAPs briefing

· Nursery finance

· Casework

· Mental health strategy group

· Attended self defence class

· Attended World Aids day service in the cathedral

· SU Management meetings

· SU strategic plan task group

· Sexual health campaign

Welsh Affairs Officer

I have been ill for the past week, and because of that I haven't been able to achieve much since my last report. Although I did help Llion with collecting money on the door to Clwb Cymru last Thursday night, and promoted the bilingual policy by translating programmes for a theatrical play in JP.

Women’s Officer
Written report not submitted.
176. AOB
Welfare Officer – The deadline for Secret Santa is Thursday 15th December 2005.
AU President – Most people have yet to pay for their Union clothing. £20 – hoody, £14 – T-shirt. Please can the money be in as soon as possible? 

President – The AU night is in 45 minutes.

Close 19.10

