UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday 20th February 2007
6.45pm, Council Chamber, Main Arts Building 

Minutes 

1. Chairperson’s Opening Remarks
i) A vote was taken to see whether Council was happy for Friday Jones to chair the meeting, a majority were in favour.
2. Apologies 

UMCB Councillors, Independent Officer, Union Chairperson, Welsh Affairs Officer, Y Ddraenen Editor, Tom Giddings, Barry Roberts, Stephen Clifford, Jess Hughes.
3. Minutes of the last Council meeting
There were no minutes from the last meeting.
4. Matters arising 

No matters arising.
5. Notice of Elections 

There were 5 vacancies: 

- 3 delegates to NUS National Conference
- 1 Union Secretary 

- 1 Independent Councillor
- 1 Stage Crew Manager

- places on Steering and Elections Committees.
6. ii) Motions 

a) Degree classification

Policy motion was withdrawn by the Executive Committee

b) Hall fees rise

Pete Banks spoke for the motion.

There followed a brief round of questions

Sam Burnett spoke against the motion.

Votes for: 

3

Votes against: 
11

Abstentions: 

11

The motion was rejected.

c) Documentation proposal

Rhiannon Dickinson spoke for the motion

There was no speech against.

Votes for: 

25

Votes against: 
0

Abstentions: 

1

iii) Schedule Amendments

a) Schedule 8: Societies


Carolan Goggin gave the speech for.


There followed a brief round of questions.


There was no speech against.

Votes for: 

unanimous

b) Schedule 1: Job descriptions

Carolan Goggin gave the speech for.

There followed a brief round of questions.

There was no speech against.

Votes for: 

23

Votes against: 
1

Abstentions: 

2

iv) Constitutional Amendments


a) Job titles


Sam Burnett gave the speech for.


Votes for:

unanimous

7. Reports
i. President’s report on the work of the Executive 

The CSO gave a brief report (on behalf of the President) on the work of the Executive since the last Council meeting.
The UMCB President reported on the upcoming Rhyngol

The President and CSO asked Council to vote on their attendance at NUS Wales Spring Conference.

There followed a brief round of questions.

Votes for: 

8

Votes against: 
11

Abstentions: 

5

The Chair invited questions on the report.

The Chair asked about the strategic planning meeting that was referred to in the report, the CSO replied that the intention of the meeting had been to examine the structures of the Union.

The report was accepted. 

ii. Reports from Standing Committees:

Friday Jones gave the report on behalf of the Steering Committee.

The report was accepted.

Catrin Plumpton gave the report on behalf of the Welfare Campaigns Group.
Thomas Hecht asked whether the expenditure at Serendipity had proven worthwhile in the long run. Catrin replied that they had signed up 50 people at Serendipity which made it worthwhile, but this had all lead to nought.
The report was accepted.

Aimee Hamilton gave the report on behalf of UWB Pride. 
The UMCB President referred to a comment in the UWB Pride report referring to expenditure of fundraising moneys
The report was accepted.

Sophie Laine gave the report on behalf of Nightline

The report was accepted.

Carolan Goggin gave the report on behalf of Stage Crew

The report was accepted.

Emma Dodd gave the report on behalf of the English Newspaper Committee.
The report was accepted.

Xanthe Larcombe gave the report on behalf of SVB. 

The report was accepted.

John Jackson gave the report on behalf of the Elections Committee
The report was accepted.

Sam Burnett gave the report on behalf of the Finance Committee

The report was accepted.

Mark Jessett gave a verbal report on behalf of the Campaigns Committee.

He apologised for not submitting a report and said that there was nothing to report as he had no committee.
The report was accepted.

Felix Chan gave a verbal report on behalf of the International Students Committee.

He reported on the work that he had done with his fellow international students over Chinese New Year. He further reported on work he had done helping students with visa problems. 
The report was accepted. Council wished Felix a happy Chinese New Year.

Tom O’Donoghue gave a verbal report on behalf of the Raise and Give Committee.

He reported that Serendipity 2 had been useful to the committee but that things had been slow recently. He said that he was looking forward to RAG week on 19th March. He reported no financial expenditures.

There was some discussion over the issue of monolingual RAG mags.
After the discussion the Chair explained that RAG are a standing committee of the Students’ Union and as such have certain obligations, including adherence to the bilingual policy. He expressed Council’s displeasure at RAG’s unwillingness to produce a bilingual RAG mag.

The RAG Manager apologised to Council on behalf of his committee.

The report was accepted.

The Chair reminded the RAG Committee of the need to submit written reports to Council.

Mike Walsh gave a verbal report on behalf of the Radio Station Committee. 
He reported that 30 people had signed up to Storm FM following Serendipity 2. He thanked Seren for their coverage promoting the launch of Storm FM. He reported that the group had £478 in their grant account and £924 in their fundraising.
The report was accepted.

7. Questions 

Q: Peter Banks: Does anyone know why Memorial Arch isn’t open more often? 
A: Athletic Union President: It is currently unsafe and there is no money to refurbish it.
Q: Peter Banks: What is being done abut the lighting in College Park?

A: Welfare Officer: I am aware that lighting is an issue and mentioned it at a University meeting the other day. I am planning to start an email campaign to Estates to make the University aware of the problems with College Park.
Q: Stephen Clifford: What is the present state of Treborth? 

A: AU President: I attended a meeting on Wednesday with Gwynedd and Anglesey council. There are plans to redevelop the pavilion in time for Anglesey to hold the island games, 6 months before they go to tender. At present the pitches are very waterlogged. 
Q: Stephen Clifford? Are there plans to increase access to the pavilion, rather then through the Gardens?
A: Athletic Union President: There is another access route however the train line is in the way for it to be made useable. 

Q: Sam Slater: (to UWB Pride) What were your expenses this month? 
A: LGBT Officer: Unfortunately I don’t have a copy with me. However we should make money out of Fruit Salad. The account balance is fairly stable. The biggest expenditure, so far, is the website and conference fees.
8. Elections 

At this point the Chair was handed to the Welfare Officer.

Council decided to elect by a show of hands at this meeting. 

There was one nomination for the position of Elections Secretary
John Jackson gave a 1 minute speech. 

Q: Sam Slater: Did you hold elections for your committee?

A: John Jackson: Yes 

Count: 27 for John Jackson, 0 for RON

The Chair was then handed to the newly elected Elections Secretary, John Jackson.
There was one nomination for a position on Steering

Spencer George gave a 1 minute speech

Q: Sam Slater: What would you do to get more motions to Council?
A: Spencer George: Provide councillors with training.
Q: Carolan Goggin: How will you encourage people to attend training?

A: Spencer George: More free food?

Q: Peter Banks: Would you support the provision of biscuits?

A: Spencer George: Only if they are digestives!
Q: Xanthe Larcombe: Will you have enough time to fulfil your role?

A: Spencer George: Yes, I wouldn’t stand if I didn’t have time.
Count: 28 for Spencer George, 0 for RON

9. Motions 

i. No motions submitted
10. At the last Quality Assurance Task Group the Chair asked the President to gauge feedback for University guidelines on penalties for exceeding word limits in assignments. Below is the discussion on this matter.

Xanthe Larcombe: This already occurs in the Psychology department.
James Kerr: 10% either way is fairly standard, why change this if it works?

John Jackson: Should this not be discussed with course reps individually?

POI: Carolan Goggin: This is a consultation process

Peter Banks: I think if you need less words then the limit then you should not be penalised for being concise.

Rachael Clayton: Psychology students have been told it’s a skill to keep to the word limit, I think it would be useful.
Spencer George: There is no standardised system, we are still not sure what is going on completely, there needs to be better communication to all students.

Tom O’Donoghue: Time should be given for students to acquire these skills before they are penalised.

James Kerr: I agree with this – it is a skill that students learn at university. If this is communicated to students proactively they will learn these skills.

Jonathan Sykes: I think this is ridiculous – going over word limits means you can be penalised, for a Masters course it’s not fair to lose marks due to a word limit.  

Joe Butler: There needs to be a clarification with regards to referencing. Are main text references included in the word count?
James Kerr: Module co-ordinators should individually decide what is appropriate and detail this per assignment. 

John Jackson: Word limits can be linked to other things such as staffing..
Sophie Laine: Each department should have their own criteria. Standardisation for each department may be effective.

Carolan Goggin: Good idea, by we need to consider the effect this has on joint honours students.
Stephen Clifford: We also need to look at how words are counted.
Carolan Goggin: It is an average of 250 words per page.

Stephen Clifford: Will the penalties be standardised across the University?

Jonathan Sykes: The department will need to consider the penalties carefully as this may effect degree classifications etc.

Sarah B: I think 10% is suitable and anything else should be penalised. I may bring this up at the English department meeting.
Rachael Clayton: Aberystwyth have a set 10% policy, they penalise anything else.
Joe Butler: Another University has a policy where the first offence is noted and then the second is penalised, which allows for skill development.

Gerallt Roberts: We need more information, different schools work differently. The University need to consider every departments and persons perspective.

Sam Slater: This is why we are getting perspectives for Sam Burnett to take to the next meeting of the QA Task Group.

John Jackson: If it is an instruction or rule then that is very different to a word limit which is merely guidance.
Gemma: With my modules some are very vague with word limits where others are very specific. 

Peter Banks: Will this be a University wide consultation?

Sam Slater: I should think so

Vicky Dilworth: They need to make penalties clear as well.

Spencer George: The need to be a fixed routine from the beginning of first year. Rather then penalisation being introduced in the second year. 

Council held a indicative vote which showed a majority for the introduction of penalisation from first year rather then the introduction of penalisation in the second year. It was also agreed each department should have a policy which is clearly explained.
John Jackson pointed out that when making job applications you are expected to stay within specific word counts and guidelines. 

The Chair thanked the group and proposed any further ideas to be emailed directly to Sam Burnett.
11. Verbal Reports: The Chair was passed to Xanthe Larcombe who explained that verbal reports would be heard but not passed until the next meeting.
Sam Slater gave the report on behalf of the Steering Committee

The chair was returned to Sam Slater.
No report was heard from the International Student Committee

John Jackson gave the report on behalf of the Mature Students Committee.
Joe Butler gave the report on behalf of the Students with Disabilities Committee.
No report was heard from the Women’s Committee.
Gerallt Roberts gave the report on behalf of the Welsh Affairs Committee

Tom O’Donoghue gave the report on behalf of RAG.
Mike Walsh gave the report on behalf of the Radio Station Committee.
Gerallt Roberts gave the report on behalf of the Welsh Newspaper Committee.
12. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 30th January 2007

13. AOB 

