Bangor Students Union Council Meeting

February 12, 2008
Council Chambers, Main Arts

Present: Spencer George, Biddy Andrews, John Jackson, Jennifer Stanley, Brett Dickinson, Rory McCabe, Louise Nix, Matthew Richins, Sharyn Williams, Nicola Watson, Emma Dodd, David Moon, Andrew Redfearn (AU President), Carolan Goggin (Communications and Societies Officer), Alex Thomas, Michael Costa, James Kerr, Lottie Toogood, Chris Reid, Thomas Hecht, Mike Walsh, Sarah Ellis, Raych Clayton, Daniel White, Ben Truscott, Bethan Williams (UMCB President), Alex Kirkham, Kris Caci, Rob Samuel
Apologies: Sam Burnett (President), Peter Banks, Tom Clarke, Iain Dalton, Gemma Chapman
Mark Jessett chairing, Xanthe Larcombe taking minutes.
Meeting opened at: 19.15
1. Chairpersons’ Opening Remarks


A break in the meeting at 8.30pm was announced.

2. Notice of Elections
The Elections Secretary noted that the following positions were to be elected tonight:
· One Independent Councillor
· Heads of Committees

· Campaigns Committee

· Welfare Campaigns Group

· UWB Pride

· Elections Committee

· International Students Committee

· Women’s Committee

· One place on the Steering Committee

· One place on the Elections Committee

3. Applications for Speaking Rights
There were no applications for speaking rights.
4. Minutes of the Last Meeting

· The minutes of the meeting on December 11 2007 were accepted by a majority
· The minutes of the extraordinary meeting on January 25 2008 would be brought before a future council meeting.
5. Changes to the Agenda
Agenda point 6. Special Agendum – RAG was removed from the agenda.
7. Policy Motions
i. Policy Lapsing

No policy motions lapsed at this meeting.

ii. Policy Motions
This Union notes:

1. That local government elections will be held throughout Wales on 1 May 2008.

2. That every student living in University halls of residence is automatically registered to vote in these elections.

3. That all students are entitled to register to vote both here and at home in local elections.

4. That we have an Elections Committee.

This Union believes:

1. That local councillors regularly forget that they represent students as well as local residents.

2. That councillors will continue to forget that they represent students until students start voting en masse.

3. That the student population in Bangor is large enough to have a dramatic effect on election results should students decide to vote.

4. That the Students’ Union should publicise both the voting registration process and the local government elections.

5. That the Students’ Union should assist students in making informed choices when voting by collating information on candidates for the upcoming local government elections.

6. That the Elections Committee is practised in the art of publicising elections.

This Union resolves:

1. To mandate the Elections Committee to collect and display information on candidates for the upcoming local government elections including newspaper cuttings about local councillors, particularly when they refer to the student population.

2. To mandate the Elections Committee to publicise the deadline for voter registration, and the fact that students living in halls are already registered to vote.

3. To mandate the Elections Committee and the Executive Committee to publicise the elections and encourage students to vote.
Proposed by: Chris Reid (AU Councillor)


Seconded by: Carolan Goggin (Communications and Societies Officer)

Speech For: Chris Reid
Speech Against: None.

Questions:


Q: John Jackson (Independent Councillor): Are any halls sites other than Ffriddoedd registered to vote?


A: Carolan Goggin (CSO): All halls sites are automatically registered to vote.

Summation: Formally
The motion was passed by majority.


iii. Schedule Amendments - None.

iv. Constitutional Amendments - None.
v. Emergency Motions - None.
8. Elections

i. Elections Secretary

Carolan Goggin stood for the post of Elections Secretary.



Questions: None



Carolan Goggin was unanimously elected to the post of elections secretary.


ii. Steering Committee



John Jackson stood for the vacant place on the steering committee



Questions: None



John Jackson was unanimously elected to the steering committee


iii. Elections Committee



Bethan Willaims stood for the vacant place on the elections committee



Questions: None



Bethan Williams was unanimously elected to the elections committee

9. Reports


i. Presidents Report on the Work of the Executive

No report was submitted on behalf of the Executive. Each officer was allowed to give a verbal report to the Council on their work since the last meeting.


a. Communication and Societies Officer

Carolan Goggin gave a report outlining her work on Serendipity II on 2nd February and the Give it a Go calendar.

b. Education and Welfare Officer

Xanthe Larcombe gave a report outlining her work on the course representatives system, Nightline training and interviews, refreshers week, manning stalls at Serendipity II and planning for the National Student Survey.




c. Athletic Union President

Andrew Redfearn gave a report outlining his work with BUSA, the upcoming Varsity and Estates meetings with regards to the boat sheds.

d. UMCB President

Bethan Willams gave a report outlining her work with regards to the Eisteddfod on Saturday and the UMCB trip to Ireland.

e. Students with Disabilities Officer

Raych Clayton gave a report outlining her work with regards to disabilities meetings, podcasts and a newsletter with Student Services.

ii. Reports from Standing Committees


a. Steering Committee

The past couple of months have proved to be extremely busy for the Steering Committee. The Extraordinary Council and General Meeting required a high amount of setup and planning. Both meetings went by without too many problems. I would like to thank everyone who helped setup and dissemble the EGM.
With both those meetings out the way, then the motions box for tonight’s Council immediately opened. Therefore giving no break between the previous meetings and the build up for tonight’s meeting. There have been no major changes to the format of the meetings since the December Council.
Steering is hoping to start a consultancy period over the next few weeks to develop a new version of the Standing Orders. With the new constitution coming into force at the beginning of August, there is a need for a new version of the Schedule in order to make meetings run smoothly. The current schedule is in dire need of a total rewrite as it does not currently conform to the way meetings are planned or run.
The Steering Committees finances have taken a little bit of a hit over the past month. Translation and equipment hire for the EGM comes out of a different account.

	Description
	Cost

	EGM Agenda
	£42

	EGM Advertising and posters
	£6

	Council Agenda
	£6.40





The report was passed by majority
b. Campaigns Committee – No report given

c. Welfare Campaigns Group – No report given
d. International Students Committee – No report given
e. UWB Pride – No report given
f. Mature Students’ Committee – No report given
g. Students With Disabilities Committee – No report given

h. Women’s Committee – No report given

i. Welsh Affairs Committee – No report given


j. Nightline Committee

Our Purpose;

The nightline committee shall be responsible for co-ordinating the running of the nightline service including organising, training and recruitment of nightline volunteers and liaising with similar organisations at regional and national level.

Work of the committee;

Head (Coordinator);

· Spoken to National Nightline and have organised a visit from their head coordinator on March 6th 2008.

· Meetings with head of SVB to discuss if we are to become part of SVB due to the passing of the governance review.

· Carried on supporting the work of the committee over the Christmas break and into the new semester.

· Helped organise stall for Serendipity 2.

· Written letters of praise to volunteers who have done 3 or more duties last semester, and also letters to those who haven’t reiterating there duty to do three a semester. 

Committee;

· Training officers have been working on training which is from the 22nd February until the 24th February 2008.
· 1x new publicity officer co-opted in to the committee December 7th – who has been in contact with Seren for an advert.
· Our VCL officers are in the middle of sorting out a well deserved social for all our volunteers.
· Are sorting out a referendum for the week beginning 4th February on Nightline becoming part of SVB. (Will have the results by council on the 12/02/08). 
Finance;

Expenses; £50 – fans for office and bedroom. 




The report was passed by majority
k. Stage Crew Committee – No report given

l. Radio Station Committee

This month has been rather reasonable for storm, continuing as per usual really. High quality programming is still being produced and we now have 69 hours of presented programming per week.

We are currently at the start of a rather exciting project; the Storm Awards 2008! These are going to be judged by a panel of independent judges, Carolan, Xanthe, A Professor of music, and the head of centre of BBC Cymru!! These promise to put storm on the map bigtime! How many other student radio stations give their members awards from the BBC for example!

We are still continuing with varsity, and it is going very well, Varsity are very pleased with us and our work..

Our SIN Night is now booked for Tuesday 11th march, it will be a Chicago themed night with Live music from not only storm DJ’s but also from BUJO, National televised competition entrant and local welsh artist Sarah Louise, and funk band Drymbago.

It promises to be the event of the year in academi and we cant wait!!


The report was passed by a majority
m. English Newspaper Committee

As has become uniformly conventional thus far at council, Seren is currently in production and therefore cannot comment that much on this issue. The break between our last issue at Christmas until now has been welcomed, and some changes have took place since the last issue:

· We have decided to use the supplement in only selected issues. The four pages it takes up cannot always be used productively and also cluster up the rest of the paper, often leading to articles been unnecessarily left out. We plan to use the supplement in the next issue, where the proposed compilation CD will make use of the space

· Serendipity went ok, with a considerable amount of names being signed up. Hopefully this will add numbers to the consistently strong amount of people that are turning up to each meeting. 

· Financially we are doing ok, with a full page advert coming in from CCUSA to help with funding. We also plan to make a significant amount of funding from our SIN night which is ensuing and is being discussed by a group. 

I will have more to discuss on the night after the paper has been published. 

Questions:

Q: What about a group of editors rather than one?

A: We are currently looking into this
Q: Do you think that this would be a god idea fôr next year?

A: Maybe, but we will have to see what happens.

Q: What will happen with the position of Seren editor?

A: It will be fôr the Seren committee to decide

Q: Will Carolan Goggin (Elections Secretary) take editorship of the elections issue of Seren?

A: The Elections Committee will be producing the elections issue of Seren


The report was passed by a majority
n. Welsh Newspaper Committee – No report given
o. Elections Committee

This is the busiest time of year for the Elections Committee as the cross-campus elections get underway. The adoption of the new constitution has meant there are just five positions (all sabbatical) available in this round of elections instead of the usual fifteen. which makes things easier for now, although it also means running a second cross-campus ballot after Easter for Senate members.

Our main activity at the moment is publicising elections. So far we have plastered the campus with two waves of posters, distributed an awful lot of elections postcards (which were free) and emailed every student. The publicity sub-committee is working on another four waves of posters to go up between now and the end of elections. The elections are also being heavily publicised on Storm FM, and we will be printing a Seren elections special in the next couple of weeks.

By the time Council comes around, nominations will have closed and we will have held our first compulsory candidates’ briefing. Campaigning gets underway on Friday 22 February, and voting takes place between Tuesday 4th March and Wednesday 6th March.

We have changed the elections regulations this year so that they are less prescriptive, but with greater emphasis on fair play. We hope that this will lead to a more fun, creative elections period for everyone.

We are currently looking for tellers to man the ballot boxes on polling days. Tellers must remain impartial and cannot support any particular candidate. If you are interested, please contact a member of the Elections Committee.

Q: When will the elections for Senators be taking place?

A: A schedule shall be brought before the next council


The report was passed by a majority

p. Finance Committee – No report given
iii. Student Volunteering Bangor Steering Committee Report
Steering committee:

· Since the meeting in November, a Confidentiality and Data Protection Policy, a Volunteering Policy and Volunteering Agreement have been developed and written. The existing SVB Health and Safety Policy has also been reviewed and ammended.
· It was agreed that both the SVB Chair and RAG Chair will attend the annual Student Volunteering Conference to be held on March 7th-9th 2008 in Staffordshire. This will be funded by the SVB Fundraising account.
· The Splodge children’s project will be reduced to 2 hours each session as the Children’s Act 1989 states that groups working with 7-year-olds or younger for periods exceeding two hours requires registration with the local authority. The committee are looking into the options and over a trial period of one month it will be established as to how successful the project can be running for a reduced time period.  
· SVB as a group shall be nominated for Wales volunteer of the Year Award 2008 if a suitable nominator from the local community can be found.
Promotions committee:

· The Serendipity II stall was a great success, raising awareness among the students and filling positions available on projects.
· Plans are being made for Student Volunteering Week 25th – 29th February 2008. The purpose of the week will be to raise awareness of student volunteering in general and SVB within the community. Activities will include hanging SVB door hangers on room doors on the Ffriddoedd site, special events will be held by each project and a SVB Social event has been planned for the week.
· Posters and flyers have been created for the next SIN night and will soon be plastered all over the place!
· The first ‘social’ of this semester was a big success due to a mixture of a facebook group being used to promote it and volunteers wearing their SVB T-shirts or hoodies so we were easier to find!
Projects:

· Two Project Leaders from each project will receive First Aid training on the afternoon of Wednesday 5th March.
· Both Sunday Club and Splodge had special Christmas themed sessions at the end of last semester; Sunday Club went ice skating and Santa took time out of his shedule to visit Splodge. Sunday Club is also now named “Splat” to fit the theme of the other children’s projects. 
· The next Beach Clean is to be held on February 9th 2008 and will be visiting Cable Bay on Anglesey.

· RAG had a separate stand at Serendipity II and managed to gather a lot of interest for their first project.

· There is the possibility of a new conservation project preserving coastal footpaths to be developed. Contacts have been established and we are currently looking to recruit new Project Leaders for this and other new projects. 
Q: Can you extend the hours of the project for children?

A: This is not currently possible
The report was passed by a majority

10. Questions


A discussion took place on the lack of reports from committees at this meeting of Union Council.


Q: What action can be taken against committees which fail to report?

A: The Steering Committee has no power to take action against committees it is for Council to decide on action to be taken.

Q: Could Steering make a spreadsheet of reports?

A: Yes, if Council wishes for Steering to do so

Q: Is it possible Steering could report on this and bring a list of possible actions to the next Council meeting?

A: Yes, Steering can do this

Q: Would this registration to vote policy be open to all students, not just those living in halls?

A: Yes.

Q: Should standing committees be dictated to about what bands and dress code for their Student Involvement Nights in Academi?

A: No, Carolan Goggin shall look into this.

Q: Are Steering intending to bring a new Schedule 3: Standing Orders to the next Council?

A: Yes, Steering are currently looking into this.

Q: What is happening now with the Governance Review?

A: Sam Burnett is currently looking into this and will information to the next Council.

Meeting closed at: 20.10.
