UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday 14thNovember 2006 
6.45pm, Council Chamber, Main Arts Building 
Minutes
1. Chairperson’s Opening Remarks 
2. Apologies
Lowri Davies, Gerallt Roberts, Catrin Roberts, John McAdam, Jonathan Sykes, Anushka Chopra, Sophie Laine
3. Minutes of the last Council meeting – 24th October 
It was clarified that the President’s apology at the last meeting was sincere and Rachael Clayton asked if her name could be changed to its correct spelling. 

Pending these amendments, the minutes were passed by majority. 

4. Matters arising 
5. Notice of Elections 
There were 9 vacancies:

· 3 Councillors or Executive Officers on the Elections Committee

· 3 Ordinary Members or Councillors on the Steering Committee

· 3 Councillors on the Finance Committee
6. Reports 
i. President’s report on the work of the Executive 
The President gave a brief report on the work of the Executive since the last Council meeting.

Q:
Stephen Clifford: In the May meeting of Council, you said you’d work to arrange discounts in local shops – can you give us an update on this?

A: 
President: I have been working slowly on this, for which I am sorry. The Welfare Officer has been conducting an experiment to see how the NUS Extra Card has been working in Bangor. I will have made more progress by the next Council.

The report was passed by majority. 
ii. Reports from Standing Committees 
Xanthe Larcombe gave the report on behalf of SVB.

The report was passed by majority. 

Joe Butler gave the report on behalf of the Students With Disabilities Committee.

The report was passed by majority. 

Jess Hughes gave the report on behalf of UWB Pride.

The report was passed by majority. 
At this point, the Chair passed control of the meeting to the Independent Officer.

The Chairperson gave the report on behalf of the Steering Committee.
The report was passed by majority.
Control of the meeting was passed back to the Chairperson.

Mark Jessett gave the report on behalf of the Campaigns Committee.

The report was passed by majority. 

Catrin Plumpton gave the report on behalf of the Welfare Campaigns Group.

As the Welfare Campaigns Group recommended the establishment of an ad hoc committee this was taken to a vote, which passed with 21 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

The President then explained how the ad hoc committee would work.

The report was passed by majority. 

There was no report on behalf of the International Students’ Committee.

John Jackson gave the report on behalf of the Mature Students Committee.

The report was passed by majority. 

There was no report on behalf of the Women’s Committee.
The Welfare Officer gave the report on behalf of Nightline.

The report was passed by majority. 

Tom O’Donoghue gave the report on behalf of RAG.

The report was passed by majority. 

Mike Walsh gave the report on behalf of Storm FM.

The report was passed by majority. 

Emma Dodd gave the report on behalf of Seren, followed by a brief financial report from their Treasurer.

The report was passed by majority. 

There was no report on behalf of Y Ddraenen.

The President gave the reports on behalf of the Elections and Finance Committees.

The reports were passed by majority with 1 abstention.

Peter Banks gave the report on behalf of Stage Crew.
The report was passed by majority. 

After a break, the meeting was declared quorate.

7. Questions 
Q: Spencer George: Does the Independent Officer feel that it is appropriate to display anti-BNP posters in the SU?

A: Independent Officer: The posters mentioned are part of an NUS Wales bilingual campaign and are part of a series of posters to encourage diverse thinking. I have not displayed these posters anywhere else.

The fight here is against a racist/fascist party, but is not an adopted opinion of the Students’ Union as we are obviously apolitical. However, I believe that students should be aware of the campaign work that NUS are doing and I feel that racist behaviour should not be allowed.
POI: CSO: The Liberal Democrats and Plaid Cymru groups are planning on campaigning against BNP this year.

POI: Mature Students’ Officer: I feel that we should also remember that BNP are not the only political group to possess racist and fascist members. 

Q: Rachael Clayton: What are you doing about smoking now that the ban will be coming into place next April?

A: President: The whole of the Union already has a no smoking policy, but Undeb Trading is obviously a separate entity. Whilst it would be financial suicide to completely ban smoking when no other venue has done so yet, we are working to get rid of smoking – the Curved Lounge and Freddy’s are already completely smoke free and we are hoping to get rid of the cigarette machine in Academi. 
Q: Spencer George: Does the President feel that it is appropriate for Executive Officers to join in debates on the Intranet?

A: President: Yes, of course. You have to pick the right arguments, but I encourage healthy debate. I do feel we should try and resolve issues away from the intranet – we have got involved in the strobe light discussion and from the New Year should have one night a week strobe free in our venues. 

Q: Spencer George: Could the CSO please give an update on the website development?

A: CSO: No development so far, for which I’m sorry. I’ve been overwhelmed by Storm and Stage Crew work and other aspects of my job. I am worrying about it! 

Q: Spencer George: Would the Executive consider a trip for Councillors to get to know each other better?

A: Independent Officer: Money’s an issue – we haven’t got any!

A: President: If Councillors feel that a trip would be useful then send suggestions to steering@undeb.bangor.ac.uk.

Q: Tom O’Donoghue: What does Steering do?

A: Chair: Organise meetings.

A: President: It also exists to keep the constitution in its wonderful state and to ensure that it’s followed correctly. Steering also works on the effectiveness of meetings and is always open to examining its role. 
8. Elections 
Council decided to elect by a show of hands at this meeting. 

There were two nominations for places on the Steering Committee.
Friday Jones gave a 1 minute speech.

Xanthe Larcombe gave a 1 minute speech.

Q: Welfare Officer: Would you be willing to take minutes?

A: Friday Jones: If I could type or write fast enough, yes.

A: Xanthe Larcombe: Isn’t that the job of the secretary?

Q: Peter Banks: What kind of biscuits would we have at Council meetings?

A: Xanthe Larcombe: Party Rings and Jammy Dodgers

A: Friday Jones: I’ve got to go with traditional – chocolate!

Both candidates were elected by clear majority. 

There were three nominations for places on the Finance Committee.
Rhiannon Dickinson gave a 1 minute speech

Rachael Clayton gave a 1 minute speech

Spencer George gave a 1 minute speech

There were no questions.

All 3 candidates were elected by clear majority.

9. Motions 
i. Policy lapse 
ii. Policy motions 
a) Blood Donation 
Mark Jessett gave the speech for on behalf of UWB Pride.

There was no speech against.

Procedural motion 13.4.16 (that an amendment be made to the motion under discussion) was put forward.

The Welfare Officer gave the speech for.

The CSO gave the speech against.

The procedural motion fell.

The motion passed with 13 for, 3 against and 4 abstentions.

b) World Aids Day 
Mark Jessett gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

The motion passed with 21 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

c) Environment Policy 
James Kerr gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

The motion passed with 21 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

iii. Schedule amendments 
iv. Constitutional amendments 
v. Constitutional amendment ratification 
vi. Emergency motions 
10. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 5th December 

11. AOB
