UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday 24th October 2006

6.45pm, Council Chambers, Main Arts Building

1. Chairpersons’ Opening Remarks
a) The President apologised for the events of the previous Council. 
2. Apologies 
Apologies were received from: Angharad Jones, Elliw Baines, Catrin Plumpton, Rachel Clayton, Chris Caci, Chris Headland, Rhys Owen, Barry Roberts, Joe Butler, Alan Bell.
3. Applications for speaking rights
No applications were received.
4. Minutes of the last council meeting – 3rd of October.

Xanthe Larcombe questioned whether Councillor’s questions should be quoted. The President responded that questions should be used by Councillors to make up their minds on which way to vote, and that the minutes were needed as a record of which way the vote went.

The CSO made a correction to her question regarding the Music Society.

Minutes were passed by majority with 1 abstention.

5. Matters Arising
No matters arising.

6. Notice of Elections
The Elections Secretary notified the elections of Storm Manager, Stage Crew manager and Y Ddraenen Editor. There were also 2 positions for Independent Councillor and 4 positions for delegates to NUS Wales Winter Council.

7. Reports

i. Presidents’ report on the work of the Executive

The President informed Council that Executive and Council minutes online were up to date. He stated the Executive’s decision not to go to the demo in London about top-up fees due to Union finances, and said that the Executive had approved policy to go to NUS Wales conference re: bilingualism. The sabbatical team have started work on negotiating Union finances, and continued work on the Estates Strategy with a University Emergency Council meeting the following day. 
He reported that the AU President met recently with Alun Pugh, Welsh Minister for Sport to discuss the new pavilion at Treborth and how to develop facilities for the region. The Union is looking to work with the University to improve sport facilities.
The Chair asked for clarification on what the negotiations about the Union’s block grant would entail. She also sought clarification on what the Estates Strategy changes would mean to the Union.

Friday Jones asked what proportion of tuition fees English universities receive. The President replied that block grant is calculated differently across Unions with different conditions within the Union, and not every Union gets 1.47% of certain funds. Friday Jones also asked what state the finances are shown in now, and what the Union expected for next year. The President responded that this is difficult to forecast, but that the Union is hoping to plan strategically and have just started this process. 

The report was passed with 21 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 

ii. Reports from Standing Committees

Xanthe Larcombe gave the report on behalf of SVB.

The Chair asked where SVB were advertising new committee positions. Xanthe replied that they have used email, intranet, and the board outside SVB.

The report was passed by majority.

Sophie Laine gave the report for Nightline. 

Q. Nicola Watson – How much funding will you get from Millennium Volunteering?
A. Xanthe Larcombe/Sophie Laine -  This is dependent on volunteer numbers and completion of 200 hours of volunteering. The project is also linked to SVB. 

Q. Friday Jones – How much publicity has been done since the beginning of the year? Have you covered Normal Site?

A. Sophie Laine - Lots, this has been a real focus and we’ve covered a lot of buildings. Normal site will be done shortly, along with the science buildings. 
The report was passed by majority.

Jess Hughes gave the report on behalf of UWB Pride.

The Chair questioned whether or not the campaigns position on the committee was a new position. The LGBT answered that it was not – Stuart Edwards did this job last year.

The report was passed by majority.

The RAG Chair entered the room.

John Jackson gave the report on behalf of the Mature Students’ Committee.

The report was passed by majority.

The Welfare Campaigns report shall be online shortly. 
Lowri Davies gave the report on behalf of the Welsh Affairs committee.

The Chair questioned whether the Welsh Affairs Officer should be involved in politics. She stated that she was helping to raise consciousness of Cymru X, but would not be an active member.

The report was passed by majority.

Anushka Chopra gave the report on behalf of the Women’s committee.

The Chair asked how people can get involved. By passing e-mail address and name to the Womens’ Officer, who is contactable at womens@undeb.bangor.ac.uk.
The report was passed by majority.

Spencer George gave his last report on behalf of Storm FM. 

Q: James Kerr: Who is the new manager of Storm FM?
A: Spencer George: They are going to be elected this evening.

The UMCB President congratulated Lowri from Storm FM who has work on Champion 103 FM.
Q:President: What will your legacy be now you’ve left Storm FM?

A: Spencer George:  I’d like to think I’ve given Storm FM direction and co-ordination, the work towards the new studio was a key aim for me and we now have this. I have worked on increasing membership which has gone up, and finally we’ve gained our first sponsorship. I hope I will be fondly remembered and wish them all the best. 

Spencer George was then given a spontaneous round of applause as congratulations for his hard work over the last year. 

The report was passed by majority.

Emma Dodd gave the report on behalf of Seren.
Q: Thomas Hecht: Are there any areas you feel you’re lacking in?

A: Emma Dodd: Not really, we elected every sub editor position which was really nice, but we also welcome people saying what they think is missing.

Q: Thomas Hecht: Can pictures be submitted to Seren?
A: Emma Dodd: Yes, definitely.
Q: Friday Jones: What are current distribution channels?

A: Emma Dodd: All libraries, all residence sites, this issue we are hoping to get into departments and members of the Seren team hand it out in person as well.

Q: Friday Jones: You talk about training to add articles to paper – what control mechanisms do you have?
A: Emma Dodd: I review and check everything, and the CSO proof reads. There are certain things which remain continuous throughout the layout of Seren.

Q: Friday Jones: What’s the budget for Seren this year?
A: Emma Dodd: £1,750 from the SU, £2,000 from WH Smith and other advertising revenue throughout the year. 
Q: President: Do you have any advice for the Y Ddraenen editor?
A: Emma Dodd: I genuinely can’t think of anything off the top of my head, but I would be pleased to work with them. 

POI: CSO: People can write in English for Y Ddraenen and this can be submitted to translation.
The UMCB president reminded that everyone was welcome to contribute as the CSO mentioned, particularly sports clubs who were interested at the GM.

The report was passed by majority.

The UMCB President gave the report on behalf of Y Ddraenen. 

Q: Friday Jones: Are you getting advertising in the same way as Seren?
A: UMCB President: We take advertising on from one edition to the next, but yes we have local companies who advertise with us.

The Chair asked what the grant allocation is. The CSO answered that she thought it was £800.
The report was passed by majority.

Tom O’Donoghue gave the report on behalf of RAG. 

The report was passed by majority.

Jesse Kasuku stated that the International  Committee was reforming and he was working with the officer on this. 
The CSO gave the report on behalf of SWD. 

The reports were passed by majority.

Mark Jessett gave the report on behalf of the Campaigns Committee. 
The report was passed by majority.

Peter Banks gave the report on behalf of Stage Crew. 
The CSO asked if Stage Crew held meetings anywhere but a pub. Peter replied that Varsity was a social meeting place and their General Meeting would be held in the Students’ Union. 
James Kerr asked if the Storm FM SRA nominations event was Stage Crew or privately run by an individual. 
A: Peter Banks:  It was a mixture of the two, but no Stage Crew equipment was used. 

The report was passed by majority.

Sam Burnett gave the report on the Finance Committee, and gave notification of Councillor positions available. 

The Council voted to hear a report from the Finance Committee at the next meeting. 
The CSO asked why the Finance Committee was breaking the Constitution. The President invited the CSO to help organise the next meeting.
The report passed with 2 for, 0 against and the rest abstaining.
8. Questions

Q: Rachel Clayton: Are we having a guillotine on this meeting?

The Chair replied she didn’t think the meeting would go on long enough to warrant one.
Spencer George asked when wireless would be available in the Union. The President responded that it had been installed today and yesterday, and would be available soon in all catering venues.
Q: Tom O’Donoghue: RAG has an £800 overdraft from June 2004. Will this have repercussions? Where did it go?

The CSO responded that the account seemed to have been opened in debt and she would be investigating what was going on and do her best to fix this.

Q: Friday Jones: What’s the current availability of SU facilities to clubs and societies?

A: President: The Media Room is open to all clubs and societies during the day. Academi is open from Wednesday to Saturday in the afternoons and the curved lounge is open. The committee room is bookable, and minibuses can be booked through Ellie Roberts. 

Q: Stephen Clifford:  What’s being done about the railing issues outside Time and are the Union personally investing in the union?

A: President: The SWD officer isn’t here at the moment, but I know that he has been meeting with Estates. With regards to us investing in ourselves, we are doing so continually – as seen in the recent redevelopments in the Advice Centre and Curved Lounge.   

POI: Friday Jones: I believe if the University is blocking access to the Union then they are breaking the law.

POI: John Jackson: We have access through the basement as well as past the railings.

Q: Friday Jones: With reference to the Disability Act are any of the websites online being redrawn to comply with the Act? The Act states that websites should be accessible to those impaired cognitive and visual skills. 

CSO: I don’t know that it is, although visual impairments are usually dealt with by software, we shall consider this in our website revamp which is about to begin.

9. Elections
An indicative vote was taken to see if voting by show of hands for Independent Councillors and NUS Winter Council was acceptable, this was passed by majority.

Spencer George and Cat Prince stood for NUS Wales Winter Council. Each gave a one minute speech. 

Q: John Jackson: Did you say you would vent your knowledge on NUS?

A: Spencer George: Maybe!
There were 21 for, 0 against, and 0 abstentions

Spencer George and Cat Prince duly elected.

Spencer George and Friday Jones stood for Independent Councillor. Each gave a two minute speech. 

The Chair asked what the one thing they’d change about Council would be.

A: Spencer George: Biscuits!

POI: CSO: I have emailed the biscuit society and they haven’t replied about biscuits at Council.
A: Friday Jones: I’d encourage more dissent as it brings out what are the critical issues in the union. We are the smart party and we need to ask smart questions of smart people and get to the crux of the matter.

There were 21 for, 0 against, and 0 abstentions. 

There was one candidate for Storm FM manager: Mike Walsh. 

There were 2 candidates for Stage Crew Manager: Peter Banks and Andrew Burrell.
Catrin Meleri Roberts stood for Y Ddraenen editor

Each gave a two minute speech.
Questions to Y Ddraenen: 

Q: John Jackson: Can you clarify how many issues you mentioned will be published this year?
A: Catrin Roberts: Three, as we’ve already brought out one this year. 

Q: Spencer George: Would Y Ddraenen like to form a committee and member football team for a charity football event?

A: Catrin Roberts: Yes, that would be fantastic. 

Q: Independent Officer: What vision do you have for Y Ddraenen? Colour printing?

A: Catrin Roberts: Yes, and also just to move on and progress from last year. 

Questions to Storm FM:

Q: Independent Officer: What are the big and sexy shoes mentioned by Mike?

A: Spencer George: Next, size 12!

Peter Banks gave the speech for Stage Crew Manager first, followed by Andy Burrell. 

Questions to Stage Crew:
Q: Dafydd Morris: Peter mentioned some of his external responsibilities – would both of you be able to commit enough time beside your degrees?:

Peter: My commitments with Wessex String Quartet occur during the holidays. St Mary’s JCR has a well run committee so I would hope I would be able to commit a sufficient amount of time to Stage Crew.
Andy: Outside of my course, most of my work is backstage based. Anything I can do through Stage Crew will benefit me and hopefully everyone else involved.
Q: Spencer George: How long have you been involved in Stage Crew? 
Andy: I started two years ago and was on the exec last year as well.
Peter: I started during Fresher’s Week in my first year, so just over a year now. 

Q: CSO: The committee of a standing committee is very key to the running –  what would your ideal committee roles be?

A: Peter: An events organiser, social organiser, training officer, secretary, treasurer, and a health and safety officer.
Andy:  Chair, secretary, treasurer, social secretary, equipment officer (x2), advertising officer, health and safety officer, training officer – everyone who joins has a training book to show what they’ve done, and I’d also liase with other people and see what other positions are needed as and when is necessary. 
Q: Tim Cloke: One of the major thing raised as a part of Stage Crew becoming a standing committee has been that they would stop charging societies. ROSTRA were never charged by Stage Crew. What else are you offering as a standing committee?
Andy: Crew involvement has no charge, but equipment would have been charged, hence there was no charge as you did not use any of our equipment. As a standing committee I feel it should all be free, but its mentioned that if its in Bangor we don’t charge for petrol or anything. You are getting transport, techies and equipment – a complete package – from us.
Peter: What Andy said – we’re hopefully setting up a service you can rely on. Hopefully next year a lot of policy will be in place to stop things going wrong.
Q: James Kerr: There is a longstanding commitment to Rathbone to provide for their formal dinner. How do you plan to deal with this as you are not currently operating?
The President responded that Executive had allowed Stage Crew to go ahead and fulfil this commitment.  

Q: James Kerr: What are your current positions within Stage Crew?
Andy: I am now just a member, but last year I was on their executive.
Peter: I was elected as chair in last years AGM and am now acting as such. 
Q: John Jackson: How will the election affect the relationship between the two of you? Will you stay involved in Stage Crew?
Andy: Hopefully we will both stay involved; we specialise in differing areas and can share ideas with each other.
Peter: Ditto.
Q: James Kerr: Academi and Time are important as training venues. What are your personal relationships with staff there?

Peter:  I worked for Undeb Trading last year and had good relationships there. As Undeb is a company, we need to address legal issues with regards to using the venues for training.
Andy: I helped out during Fresher’s Week in Time this year. My friends and I get on very well with the technicians and they are happy for people to be brought in for training. 
Q: Friday Jones: I know there are outside commitments as well as those for societies and other Union groups – how do you feel about those commitments?
Peter: I have a very professional relationship outside of Stage Crew and I hope that we can continue to work externally.

Andy: I will be happy for people to work of Stage Crew and use them as training for this. If there are outside hires they know of I hope we can use stage crew members to fill these places so they can gain experience. 

After a break, the Elections Secretary announced the results. 
Catrin was duly elected as Y Ddraenen editor. 23 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.
Mike Walsh was duly elected as Storm FM Manager with 21 for, 0 against, and 2 abstentions.
There were 9 votes for Andy Burrell
There were 14 votes for Peter Banks

There were 0 abstentions.

Peter Banks was duly elected as Stage Crew Manager.

10. Motions
iii. Policy lapse

iv. Policy motions

a) Drink Spiking

Emma Prout gave the speech for.

No speech against.
The motion passed with 22 for, 0 against, and 0 abstentions. 

b) NUSW Winter Council – Bilingualism  

The President gave the speech for.
No speech against

The motion passed with 22 for, 0 against, and 1 abstention. 

c) Diversity

The Independent Officer gave the speech for. 

No speech against

The motion passed with 24 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.
iii.
Schedule Amendments
a) Schedule 3: Standing Orders

The President gave the speech for.

No speech against

The amendment passed with 22 for, 1 against, and 0 abstentions.    

b) Schedule 1: CSO’S responsibilities

The CSO gave the speech for. 

There was no speech against.

The amendment passed with 23 for, 0 against,  and 1 abstention. 

iv.

Constitutional amendments

v.

Constitutional amendment ratification
a) Abolition of ratification 
The President gave the speech for. 

No speech against.

The amendment was ratified with 23 for, 1 against, and 0 abstentions.

10. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 14th November
11. AOB

