UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR STUDENTS’ UNION 

COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 3rd October 2006

6.45pm, Council Chamber, Main Arts Building

AGENDA

1. Chairperson’s Opening Remarks
1.1
Please turn off phones unless you are representing Nightline.

1.2 Would you please stand to present reports and policies, and there is no translation, so everything shall be done bilingually. 

1.3 There is a guillotine on this meeting of 10pm.
2. Apologies
Lowri Davies, Lowri Evans, Gareth Jones, Rhiannon Dickenson, Stephen Clifford.
3. Minutes of the last Council meeting - 2nd May, 2nd June 
The minutes were read through to check for an accurate representation.  Two changes were made:

· Change to page 5 (May 2nd) re: CSO’s question regarding the music society. 

· Change to John Jacksons name throughout 02.06.06 minutes. 

These minutes were accepted.

4. Matters arising from last minutes 
No matters arising.
5. Notice of Elections 

The following positions were open for election:
8 Independent councillors

3 people to sit on the Elections Committee

3 councillors to sit on the Finance Committee
6. Reports

i. President’s report on the work of the Executive

The President talked about the AU President’s work on sports facilities, the UMCB band night, the CSO’s work on welcome week, the Welfare Officer’s work on academic appeals, the Unions’ response to the Estates strategy, the V-C’s tour of Bangor and changes to the Union building.

Q. Rachael Hobbs – Why was Glyn Wise given lifetime membership of the Union when it should be done at the AGM?

A. President – An executive decision was taken to give honorary membership to someone who has done an immense amount for the Welsh language and a motion regarding this will be put to the AGM. 

Procedural motion 13.4.5 was put forward to censure the elected officer. 

A vote was taken to hear speeches regarding the procedural motion: 19 for, 2 against, 1 abstention

Rachael Hobbs gave the speech for.

The President gave the speech against.

Rachael Hobbs summarised that AGM powers should be kept by AGM and the Executive’s powers should be kept by the Executive.

A period of questioning regarding this matter followed.

Adam Shipley left the room. 

Rachael Hobbs gave the summary for.

Sam Burnett gave the summary against. 

The procedural motion passed, with 12 for, 4 against and 6 abstentions.

Q. Tim Cloke: Are there any plans in the estates strategy to provide better provisions for the arts in the Union?

A. President: Hopefully a community arts centre will be built in the area surrounding the Union in the new development, and land is earmarked for this pending funding from the Arts Council. 
The report was accepted with 18 for, 0 against, 0 abstentions.

ii. Reports from Standing Committees 

- Mark Jessett gave the report on behalf of the Campaigns Committee. 
- Catrin Plumpton gave the report on behalf of the Welfare Campaigns Group

Q. Barry Roberts – how will you get student feedback?

A.  Catrin Plumpton - There is an online form on the Union website, and also you are welcome to come and see me.
- John Jackson gave the report on behalf of the Mature Students’ Group. 
- Joe Butler gave the report on behalf of the SWD committee.
- Sophie Laine gave the report on behalf of Nightline. 
- Spencer George gave the report on behalf of Storm FM.
- Emma Dodd gave the report on behalf of Seren.
- Xanthe Larcombe gave the report on behalf of SVB.

All reports were accepted unanimously. 

7. Questions
Q: Spencer George: Does anybody know what’s going on with the Finance Office at the moment?

A: President: it’s very busy at the moment and we have undergone change of procedure, but the staff are working very hard and the situation is under review.

Q: Spencer George: I’ve had concerns raised over Glyn. It seems that part of the deal between him and the Union was he was guaranteed a show on Storm – but we can’t give him special treatment so are we really giving him a show?

a. CSO: I would like to remind you that Storm is a standing committee of the Union and as such you cannot treat him differently from any other student. He has not been guaranteed a show at any stage of the process, but if he wishes to be involved in Storm when he arrives in Bangor he will of course have to follow the systems Storm already have in place. 
8. Elections

Independent Councillor Candidates: 

Kris Caci







Gemma Plowman







Rachael Hobbs







Alan Bell







Jonathan Sykes







Thomas Hecht







John Passey







Neil Hitchin

Elections Committee candidate:


Carolan Goggin

All were duly elected. 

9. Ratification of Executive Committee Business

The President apologised for the lack of minutes as we have no Union Secretary.

10. Motions

i. Policy lapse 

ii. Policy motions

a) Students’ Union Budget



Carolan Goggin gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

Carolan Goggin gave the summary.

The motion passed with 23 for, 0 against, 0 abstentions.

b) Positive Relationships Campaign

Positive Relationships campaign

Emma Prout gave the speech for

There was no speech against

The motion passed with 24 for, 0 against, 0 abstentions.

iii. Policy ratification 

a) Art Society – CSO gave speech for.

The motion was ratified with 24 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 

b) 
Coalition 2010 – President gave speech for. The motion was ratified with 23 for, 0 against and 1 abstention. 

c)
Lobbying – The Welfare Officer gave the speech for. The motion was ratified with 23 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

d)
No to Union Boycotts – President gave speech for. The motion was ratified with 19 for, 3 against and 2 abstentions. 
e) 
Postgraduate Representation – There was no speech for. The President gave the speech against. The motion was ratified with  7 for, 3 against and 14 abstentions. 
f) 
Sexual Health – The President gave speech for. The motion was ratified with 23 for, 0 against and 1 abstention. 
g) 
Union Elections - There was no speech for, the President gave speech against. The motion failed to be ratified with 1 for, 8 against and 14 abstentions. 
h)
 Initiation ceremonies – The President gave speech for. The AU President gave the speech against. The motion failed to be ratified with 3 for, 18 against and 3 abstentions. 
Emergency Council 2/06/06

i) 
Treborth – The Campaigns Officer gave the speech for. The motion was ratified with 22 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.
j) 
AUT strikes – The President gave the speech for. The Mature Students’ Officer gave the speech against. The motion was ratified with 10 for, 1 against and 13 abstentions. 
k) 
NUS Extra – The President gave the speech for. The motion was ratified with 24 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 
iv. Schedule amendments

a) Ratification of Executive Business 
The President gave the speech for. The amendment was passed with 12 for,3 against and 8 abstentions. 
v. Schedule amendment ratification

a)
Schedule 2: Stage Crew


Peter Banks gave the speech for. James Kerr gave the speech against. The amendment was ratified with 12 for, 6 against and 6 abstentions.

b)
Schedule 3: Standing Orders
The Welfare Officer gave the speech for. The vote for this amendment did not reach two thirds majority and therefore the ratification fell. 

c) 
Schedule 7: Athletic Union
The AU president gave the speech for. The amendment was ratified with 23 for,0 against and 1 abstention. 

vi. Constitutional amendments

a) 
Abolition of ratification
The President gave the speech for. The constitutional amendment was passed with 20 for, 4 against and 0 abstentions.
vii. Constitutional amendment ratification
viii. Emergency motions 
11. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 24th October

12. AOB
12.1 
Elections for Seren being held next Tues, one position will be Union correspondent, contact the editor if you’re interested. 

12.2 
Auditions for Rostra being held Saturday/Sunday in Main Arts Lecture rooms at 11am.

12.3 
Please contact Mature Students Officer if you know any mature students – he is looking to develop his group. 

12.4 
Councillor training will be 18th and 20th October.

12.5 
General meeting 10th October in Time. 

