UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR 
STUDENTS’ UNION 
STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING

Monday 27th March 2006 at 7.00pm
Council Chamber, Main Arts Building

Open: 19.05

Present: Details withheld 

1. Chairperson’s Opening Remarks

· The Chairperson requested that everyone turn off their Mobile Phones. 

· A Questionnaire about Council has been produced for all Students’ Union Councillors to complete. The questionnaire is to be completed by the end of the Council meeting.

· It has been noted that there is a lack of headsets available. There is only one between two people. Priority on headsets goes to Student Union’ Councillors. 

2. Apologies were received from:

Jess Hughes, Rachel Monnoy, Sam Godwin (Mature Students’ Officer), Oliver Wilson, Mark Baker, Sam Burnett, Rhiannon-MFL, Kat Smith.
3. Application for Speaking Rights

There were no applications for speaking rights.

4. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting (28th February 2006) were ratified. 24 votes for, 0 against and 1 abstention.


i. There were no matters arising.

5. Notice of Elections

The Chair informed Council that there were 2 positions vacant for Independent Councillors.
6. Reports


i. President’s Report on the Work of the Executive

The President reported the work of the Executive. 
There were no questions for the President.

The President’s report on the work of the Executive was accepted unanimously. (28 for, 0 against, 1 abstention).


ii. Reports from Standing Committees

Reports submitted within the stated deadline before Council were available online and hard copies were circulated at the beginning of the meeting.

There were no questions for any Standing Committee.

The reports were voted on altogether and accepted unanimously. (28 for, 0 against, 1 abstention).
7. Questions 
Question - Xanthe Larcombe: Are there Procedures in place to help the Voluntary Executive so they don’t feel under supported in the future?

Answer: - President - At present there are no procedures in place for this. We are trying to assist UMCB and will ask elected voluntary executive members if they wish to co-opt. There will be a review of the Union on the Away Day this week.
Point of Information - Sam Slater: The questionnaire is a good place to air views and opinions on council.

Question – Adam Shipley: Will the President do anything about the lack of Sabbaticals and Voluntary Executive members in the Union this week?

Answer – President - Come to an Executive Committee meeting to ask any questions and we can direct people to the appropriate member of the Executive to answer their query.
Question – Adam Shipley: Can you fulfil your role properly if you are taking extra work?

Answer – President - Yes, we are all prepared for any extra work. This is a quiet time of year, and as of 09/05/06, a new voluntary executive committee will be in place.

Question – John Paisley: With no Chair or Secretary, will we re-open the elections?

Answer – President -  Constitutionally we will hold the elections on 09/05/2006 at the AGM. An email will be sent to Students encouraging them to attend.

Question – Tim Cloke: Can you explain your absence from all council meetings until now? 
Answer – Seren: I have asked representatives to turn up. I have sent my own apologies.
Question – Vicky Prior: Was it necessary to insult Council in the last issue of Seren?

Answer – Seren: The comments were not personal. It was an editorial piece. I am doing my job more than adequately, better than previous editors. There are problems getting people to council and shouldn’t disgrace attendees.

Question – John Paisley: Council is a part of a democratic process. How, if you have not attended, can you call it back slapping??
Answer - Seren: I stand by what the editorial piece says.
Question – Lloyd Jackman:  How do you intend to increase the Student Union Councils’ involvement?

Answer – Seren: There will be a centre page spread in Seren which details what the council benefits are, and to show readers what council does.
Statement - Christopher Cooper: Thanked the Elections Committee for making it possible for Nursing Students to vote.

Question – Adam Shipley: Who will pay Minibus and MPV fines from Wrexham?

Answer: AU President sent two personal cheques this morning (27-03-06) which he will be claiming back by the Students’ Union.
All reports were passed as a block, with 28 votes for, 0 against and1 abstention. 

9. Elections

No candidates were nominated for the available positions.
10. Ratification of Executive Committee Business

These minutes are available online and in the Students' Union building.

26/01/06, 02/02/06, 09/02/06, 16/02/06.

There were no questions. 

All reports were passed as a block, with 22 votes for, 1 against and 5 abstentions. 

25 Councillors were left after the interval break.

11. Motions

i. Policy lapse

There were no motions submitted for lapse.

ii. Policy motions
a. Affiliation of the Young Fabian Society

Martin Kulertz gave the speech for

No speech against

Question – Vince Newton: Can old Fabians join society?
Answer – Rachael Hobbs: Old Fabians may join the Fabian Society. 

Question - Sam Slater: Will political affiliation be made transparent to new assignees? 

Answer – Rachael Hobbs: Yes

Question – Chris Ellis: Young Fabians are affiliated to Labour, are we allowed political affiliations?

Answer – Rachael Hobbs:  We can have politically affiliated societies as long as we stay within Ultra Vires rules. 
Question – Sam Slater: Can you pay affiliation from Students’ Union monies?
Answer - Yes, as long as it isn’t a large amount and it is for educational purposes.
Martin Kulertz waived the summary.
The motion passed, with 25 votes for, 2 against and 2 abstentions.
b. Affiliation of the Revelation Group 
Helen Clarke gave the speech for.
No speech against

Question – Stephen Connor: I think I can sing like Pavarotti, but others don’t! Can I join?

Answer: Helen Clarke - Yes!!

Helen Clarke gave the summary: Please affiliate us
The motion was passed with 29 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstaining. 
c. Environmental policy
Adam Shipley gave the speech for
No speech against
Question – Vince Newton: With reference to amendment 3,  any extra costs for UWB will be passed to students. Is this fair?

Answer: Adam Shipley – I cannot speak on behalf of the Liberal Democrats, but believe that it is important for this to be included.

Question - Lloyd Jackman: Will this result in UTC switching providers?
Answer - All energy supplied to the Union is provided by the University. This policy will make the Executive write an environmental policy for the Union.
Question: Is this for next years executive or this year’s executive?

Answer: If policy is written it is in place for 3 years. 
Adam Shipley gave the summary: Vote for it.
The motion was passed, with 29 votes for, 0 against, and.0 abstaining.
d. Pro-Choice Policy 
Catrin Plumpton gave the speech for
No speech against
Question – Lloyd Jackman: Where does this stand with the fathers choice

Answer: - Catrin Plumpton - The Welfare Officer has taken this policy from NUS Women’s group. We are only looking here at women’s rights. If you wish to create a policy for men please do attend the Welfare Campaigns Group meetings. 
Question - Alec McKenzie: Have we checked with 1994 Educational Act about Educating Students? 
Answer: - Laurel Morgan - This is a NUS motion, so I hope it is ok and allowed. 
Question – Rachael Hobbs: What happened in South Dakota?
Answer: - Laurel Morgan - Legislation has been passed, although is now being contested, that makes abortion illegal.
Question – Robert McCarthy: Are we taking a stance on abortion?

Answer – Catrin Plumpton - No, we are supporting the right to choose.

Question – Vince Newton: Are we supporting campaigns that promote abortions?
Answer: - Catrin Plumpton - No we want to support groups that give people the right to choose

Question – Lloyd Jackman: What is the difference?
Answer: - Laurel Morgan - We aren’t taking a stance either way; we are not saying the abortion is either right or wrong. But that it is a personal choice that each individual woman must make in their own circumstances.
Question – Adam Shipley: If we adopt a pro-choice policy we will support campaigns that are pro-choice, therefore are we supporting pro-life?

Answer: - Laurel Morgan - No because that wouldn’t be pro choice.

Question – Vince Newton: Are we sticking to Pro-choice then, does that mean we give advice to either side?

Answer: - Laurel Morgan - Info is available for both sides in the Advice Centre

Point Of Information Chris Cooper: No matter what the Union says, anyone considering abortion will still have to seek medical help, and consult two doctors before partaking in medical treatment.
Question – John Paisley: If this happens, and we say your choice, area and we say it is allowed, aren’t we forcing a stance? It’s too biased towards pro life.

Answer:  Laurel Morgan - We aren’t biased either way, we are giving the individual the right to choose. 
Question – Carolan Goggin: What information is currently available?

Answer – Laurel Morgan - There is a NHS leaflet in the Advice Centre, and BPS information and contacts.
Question – Jessie Kasuku: What does promoting this do?

Answer: - Catrin Plumpton -  If policy is accepted, the Welfare Campaigns Group could support any UK wide group as a Students’ Union group and not as individuals.

Point Of Information: Union has an opinion if passed through council and at the moment Students’ Union has no stance. The Welfare Campaigns Group needs council to give us a stance so we know what we can and can’t do under the Union title.

Question – John Jackson: Do we really need a stance?
Answer: - Catrin Plumpton - Yes.
Question – John Jackson: If it’s legal then why take a pro-choice stance?

Answer: -  Emma Prout - What if it becomes illegal? If South Dakota spreads we want to be able to lobby people on the issue.
Laurel Morgan gave the summary: If the NUS or other national body decides to lobby then the Students Union can respond and give support to this campaign over the next 3 years.
The motion was passed, with 18 votes for, and 2 against and 8 abstentions.

iii. Policy Ratification

a. Ffridd Site Development Policy 

Carolan Goggin made the Speech for.

No speech against.
Question – Lloyd Jackman: Is this ratification saying we approve of the design? 

Point of Information: The policy motion does not state that we approve of the design, but that we believe there is a need for student involvement. 

Carolan Goggin waived the summary

The policy was ratified with, 27 votes for, and 0 against and 0 abstentions.

b. Schedule One – Independent Officer
Speech for was given by Rachael Hobbs.

Speech against was given by Stephen Connor – I believe as the Athletic Union president I should have the responsibility for social meetings.

Question – Sam Slater: If the Independent Officer can choose an area of specialism themselves, then surely democracy is lost, is it not best for council to choose this for them?

Answer: Rachael Hobbs - This point has been transferred from the old constitution. They will still be mandated by council to do work on other areas.
Question – John Jackson: If we don’t elect a chair by next year will the Executive without Portfolio have to take on the role?

Answer: - Rachael Hobbs - We are hoping that someone will stand for this position at the AGM.
Rachael Hobbs gave the summary: Please vote for this as it would complete the Schedule and aid us in tidying up the constitution.
The amendment was passed with, 26 votes for, 1 against and 1 abstention.

c. Schedule Two – Standing Committees 
Rachel Hobbs gave the speech for
No speech against.
Question – Carolan Goggin: Do all standing committees now have a Sabbatical Officer attached to them?
Answer – Rachael Hobbs - Most of them have a Sabbatical member. RAG didn’t want one, SVB has a member of staff and all media standing committees are connected with the CSO. 
Rachael Hobbs gave the summary: please vote for this.
This amendment was passed with 28 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

d. Schedule Eight – Societies
Rachel Hobbs gave the speech for 

No speech against

Question – Andrew Shorter: Will groups such as BUMS (Bangor University Mountaineering Society) have to change their name?

Answer: Rachael Hobbs - No, it has just meant there is some clarification between the Athletic Union and other societies.

Procedural motion 42o – To vote in parts, with 9.3 being separated. Accepted

Rachael Hobbs waived the summary.

The amendment was passed, with 28 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 

e. Schedule Nine – Complaints and Disciplinary Procedure

Laurel Morgan gave the speech for
No speech against

Question – Tania Rees: Will people use not checking their email as a reason for not turning up to the hearing?

Answer:  Laurel Morgan -The alteration is more to allow students to contact the Sabbatical Officer. The best practise will still be for the Sabbatical Officer to contact the student via post.

Question – Lloyd Jackman: Who are the disciplinary officers?

Answer: Laurel Morgan - It depends whose jurisdiction the alleged offence comes under.

Laurel Morgan waived the summary

The amendment was passed, with 28 votes for, 0 against and 1 abstention. 

iv. Schedule amendments

a. Schedule 1 – Executive Officers

Rachel Hobbs gave the speech for

No speech against

The ratification was passed, with 29 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.
b. Schedule 5 – Equal Opportunities Policy
Laurel Morgan gave the speech for

No speech against

The ratification was passed, with 28 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 

c. Schedule 10 – Opting Out Procedure

Robert Harris gave the speech for

No speech against

The ratification was passed, with 29 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

v. Schedule amendment ratification

No schedule amendments were submitted
vi. Constitutional Amendments

a. Article 5 - name change to CSO

Rachael Hobbs gave the speech for.
No speech against.
Rachael Hobbs waived the summary

The amendment was passed, with 29 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

b. Article 5 - name change to Independent Officer

Rachael Hobbs gave the speech for

No speech against

Rachael Hobbs waived the summary

The amendment was passed, with 29 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

c.  Constitutional amendment – Equal Opportunities Regulations/Policy
Laurel Morgan gave the speech for

No speech against

Laurel Morgan waived the summary

The amendment was passed, with 29 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

viii. Emergency motions

No emergency motions had been submitted.

12. Date of the next meeting.

Tuesday 2nd May 2006.

13. AOB

Tim Cloke – We were hoping to talk with the Campaigns Officer, however due to his resignation we cannot. Rostra believe they may have been more successful if they would have been able to book the rooms they required. The performance in JP hall campaign continues.

Rachael Hobbs – I have already started running counsellor training sessions. If anyone is interested in attending any more of these sessions would they please contact me.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	








