UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR STUDENTS’ UNION STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday 28th February 2006 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, Main Arts Building

Open: 19.00
Present: Details withheld 

1. Chairperson’s Opening Remarks

The Chair for the meeting apologised for the Chairperson’s absence, which was due to unexpected 

illness.
2. Apologies were received from:
James Ainsworth (Seren), Steve Bundy (UWB Pride), Sam Godwin (Mature Students’ Officer), Lloyd Jackman (Independent), Sophie Laine (English Department), Xanthe Larcombe (Chair SVB), Alec McKenzie (Executive Member without Portfolio), Catrin Plumpton (Welfare Campaigns Committee Chair), Jennifer Roberts (UMCB), Leila Salisbury (Welsh Affairs Officer), Rachel Simm (Clubs and Societies).
3. Application for Speaking Rights

Andrew Wilson, manager of SVB applied for speaking rights so he could deliver SVB’s report. These were granted.
4. Notice of Elections

The Chair informed Council that there were four positions available for Independent councillors, and the President that there were 3 places for delegates to NUS Wales Spring Council and 4 places for delegates to NUS National Conference.
5. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting (31st January 2006) were ratified unanimously.

i. Matters arising
The Welfare Officer informed Council that the Welfare Campaigns Committee had undertaken research regarding student opinion towards a smoking ban and a letter had been sent to Undeb (Trading) Cyf.
6. Changes to the Agenda
There were no changes to the agenda.
7. Reports


i. President’s Report on the Work of the Executive
The President reported on his work and the work of the rest of the Executive.

Q – Spencer George. Meetings with the Estates department regarding Storm FM’s move have taken 11 months. As President, do you feel you could have done more to push this forward?
A - President. The proposals were put forward and I was waiting for a response for a long time. I don’t think I could have done more.
Q – Spencer George. In fact you could have done more. Emails and letters should have been sent on time. What will you do to restore Storm FM’s faith in you as President?

The Chair ruled that any further questions should be asked in Agenda Item 8, and the answer to the last question would be answered there.

Q – Sam Burnett.  Will the Welfare Campaigns Committee’s results regarding a smoking ban be sent to Undeb (Trading) Cyf?

A – Welfare Officer. Yes.

Q – Sam Burnett. How many of the Executive saw the plans for the new Ffriddoedd Site development/

A. President. Myself, the AU President (several times) and the Welfare Officer.

The President’s report on the work of the Executive was accepted. 

ii. Reports from Standing Committees

Reports from RAG, UWB Pride, Nightline, Welfare Campaigns Committee and Seren were received prior to the meeting. 

Q to UWB Pride – CCSO. Did Lowri Turner resign?

A. Nicke Scully. We have not heard. We are campaigning hard.

Q to Seren – Dafydd Launder. How often has the Seren Editor been present at Council? Can Steering be mandated to request the Seren Editor to come to the next Council and explain his absences?

A. Secretary. Steering will look at the minutes of previous meetings and email the Seren Editor, requesting his presence at the next Council.

A verbal report was given by Storm FM. The main points were:
· Apologies to Steering and Council for not submitting a written report

· We are attracting more Welsh input to shows

· Meeting with Estates and the President

· Have done two weeks of cloakroom

· Raised funds

· Took part in Diversity Week 5-a-side game

· Arranging paintballing for Storm FM members

Q – Adam Shipley. How was the money raised?
A. It was done over the past twelve months. Items are being sold to Information Services. We had a successful raffle and two weeks of cloakroom.
Q – Sam Burnett. How much did Storm budget relative to the proposed costs of the move?
A. £8500 on equipment. £1500 on miscellaneous costs.

A verbal report was given by SVB. The main points were:
· Apologies passed on from the Chair of SVB

· We were involved with National Student Volunteering Week – four volunteers went to Westminster
· The beach clean at Porthneigr was very successful, as a consequence Keep Wales Tidy are interested in making it a regular event. Thanks to the Welfare Officer who drove the minibus
· Awards were given to volunteers, the VC is interested in meeting them

· Thanks to the CCSO for arranging a cloakroom week

· Thanks to the President for driving the minibus

· Involved with a new referral project for carers of people with MS
· Working on a future strategy for SVB

Q – Sam Burnett. Will chalk continue to be a feature of SVB’s advertising?

A. Not as far as I am concerned!

Q – CCSO. Do you feel the risks associated with the President’s driving are considerable?!

A. We have our own risk assessment in place!

A verbal report was given by the Campaigns Committee. The main points were:

· A successful campaign was launched against discrimination in blood donation
· A petition was passed to the National Blood Service

Q – Chris Ellis. Does the discrimination affect gay and bisexual men, or just gay men/

A. Rules state that if you have had anal sex with a man, you are banned for life.

Q – Marianna Sterecka. Is this the same for women?
A. No, women who have anal sex with a man are only banned for a year.

The procedural motion 42o was submitted; that Council vote on all the Standing Committees’ reports, except Seren, and vote on Seren separately. An indicative vote showed that Council were in favour of this motion.
Reports from Standing Committees were accepted unanimously.

The report from Seren was not accepted, with 0 for, 18 against and 5 abstentions.

8. Questions

Q – Spencer George. Storm FM believe that the President has not done enough regarding their move. We understand there have been other problems to deal with regarding Academi etc, but we believe time has been wasted. You were asked to email the Vice-Chancellor last Monday and this was not done. Storm FM has lost confidence in the President. What do you plan to do to restore our confidence?
A. I Can only apologise. Regarding the email to the Vice-Chancellor, I was very stressed and so forgot. I do not believe that I could have put any more pressure on Estates. 
Q. Spencer George. I can understand why you want to build to bridges with Estates. However, the meeting concerned could have been arranged months ago. Storm FM would like a written apology.
A. Your concerns have been noted and an apology will be issued.

Q - Sam Burnett. I saw that only six out of thirteen officers’ reports were online. Why is this?

A – Secretary. There has been a little bit of confusion here. All officers must submit a report to the President so it can be included in his report of the work of the Executive. However, if they wish their individual reports to be seen by Council, and student, they can submit them to Steering and they will be put on the website.

Q. Can I propose that we mandate Steering to clarify the situation to the Executive Officers?

A – UMCB President. Yes

A vote was taken on the proposal;

For: 21

Against: 1

Abstentions: 3

Q – Adam Shipley. Next time, can you allow questions before such a thing is voted on?

A – UMCB President. A fair point. We are sorry.

Q – Tim Cloke. Will there be any further action regarding John-Phillips Hall before the policy motion/

A – Campaigns Officer. An email will be sent out within the next few days and the matter will be brought to Council.

Q – John Passey. Why do the emails to councillors ask us to bring our NUS cards to Council?
A – Secretary. The Constitution requires it. It is mainly a formality, but they would be needed if there were any queries over whether someone was a student or not.

Q – Dafydd Morris. Did Nightline have a successful move? I heard there were some problems with maintaining anonymity of volunteers?

A – Nightline. The move was successful. Any problems with confidentiality and anonymity will be dealt with by the committee. 

Q – Dafydd Morris. Is t true that some residents could see into the Nightline window?

A – Nightline. That problem has been fixed now. The net curtains will be added very soon.

Q – Andrew Wilson. Would it have helped RAG to be part of SVB?

A – Amy Harrison. I think we’re ok separate.

Q – Sam Slater. I know SVB produce an electronic newsletter. Who receives it?

A – Andrew Wilson. The newsletter is sent to all on our contact list. This consists of potential and actual volunteers; about 350 names. There are problems with sending mass emailings, the University would not be pleased if we tried to send a 2MB attachment to every student!
At 20.05, the Chair announced that there would be short break until 20.25

Quoracy: 25

9. Elections
The Chair informed the Council that there were two candidates for Independent Councillor positions.
Jessica Hughes gave a speech.

Chris Ellis gave a speech.

There were no questions.

Jessica Hughes and Chris Ellis were duly elected unanimously as Independent Councillors. (25 for, 0 against, 0 abstentions).

Quoracy rose to 27
The Chair was passed to the President for the purposes of electing delegates to NUS Wales Spring Conference and NUS National Conference. The Chair announced that there were three spaces to NUS Wales Spring Conference and two spaces for NUS National Conference. The candidates for NUS Wales Spring Council were Sam Burnett, Chris Ellis and the CCSO. Candidates for NUS National Conference were Sam Burnett, Chris Ellis, the CCSO, the SWD Officer and Adam Shipley.
Sam Burnett gave a speech for.

Chris Ellis gave a speech for.

The CCSO gave a speech for.

The SWD Officer was not present to give a speech.

Adam Shipley gave a speech for. 

Q – Campaigns Officer. To the candidates for NUS Wales Spring Conference. How will you make the NUS Wales accountable?

A – Chris Ellis. I am unsure how to do this yet. I would like to talk you about procedures at conference. However, I would make sure that my voice is heard on Bangor’s behalf. 

A – CCSO. We recently put through a policy motion mandating the NUS Wales National Executive to communicate their work more to students. We have not seen any evidence of this yet.

A – Sam Burnett. Questioning why they have not acted upon the communication policy will be one thing I will have something to say on. I will be asking questions and taking part in debates.
Q – Sam Slater. To the candidates for NUS National Conference. How are you going to report back?
A – CCSO. A presentation, maybe an animated dance, poetry.

A - Adam Shipley. I will produce a written report for Council, and maybe even make a video. 

A – Sam Burnett. A snazzy presentation, maybe something in Seren, and online.

A – Chris Ellis. I think a dramatic piece would be nice; I would also do something normal, like a report.

The Chair was passed back to the UMCB President.

10. Ratification of Executive Committee Business

These minutes are available online and in the Students' Union building; 02/02/06, 09/02/06, 16/02/06
There were no questions.

11. Motions


i. Policy lapse

There were no motions submitted for lapse.


ii. Policy motions

a. Ffriddoedd Site Development 
Sam Burnett gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

The Chair allowed for a period of debate.

Q – Chris Cooper. Will the pitches lost include the one on the Ffriddoedd Site?
A. After the development, there will not be as many pitches.

Q – John Passey.  The motions says to mandate the Executive to write to UWB and CWB. Who are CWB?

A. CWB is Croeso-Welcome Bangor and they are a University-owned company, with responsibility over the University estate.

POI – Adam Shipley. At a meeting of local trades-people, concerns were raised regarding large-scale council tax increases and problems for small local businesses.
Response – Sam Burnett. It is important that the University provides high-quality halls provisions. I believe the investment will benefit local businesses rather than be detrimental to them. I am unsure about the effect on council taxes though.
Q – Vicky Prior. Why was the Ffriddoedd Site JCR not consulted regarding the creation of this motion? We circulated a questionnaire on behalf of CWB about new halls rooms for the development proposals.

A. A fair point. I was not aware at the time of writing the motion that the Ffriddoedd JCR were involved.

Q – Chris Ellis. Can you clarify what this motion is about?

A. It is specifically aimed at the Ffriddoedd Site developments and will be relevant to future developments.

Sam Burnett waived the summary.

The motion passed, with 23 votes for, 0 against, and 4 abstentions.

iii. Policy Ratification

a. Affiliation of the Biscuit Appreciation Society

The CCSO gave the speech for.

There was no speech against,

Q – Sam Burnett. Are there any biscuit enthusiasts present? Are ‘bourbons’ still ‘bourbons’ when they are the wrong shape?
A. As long as they say ‘bourbon’ on them, they can be classed as ‘bourbons’.

The CCSO waived the summary.

The motion was ratified, with 25 votes for, 0 against, and 2 abstentions.

b. Affiliation of the Executive Blogging Policy
The CCSO gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

Q – John Passey. Have you considered implementing a hit counter?
A – CCSO. We will look into whether the technology is available.

Q – Chris Ellis. Who will check the word count of the blogs?

A – CCSO. That will probably be Steering’s responsibility.

The CCSO gave the summary.

The motion was ratified, with 27 votes for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

c. Affiliation of the External Affiliations Policy
The President gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

The CCSO clarified the basis of the motion.

Q – Sam Burnett. Where will the list of affiliations be?
A. As the second page of the budget, which is a public document.

POI. It is a requirement for the list to remain in the Constitution with a description.
Andrew Wilson made a statement regarding the need for substantial changes to the Constitution to become in-line with other Students’ Unions.

The President waived the summary.

The motion was ratified unanimously. (24 for, 0 against, and 3 abstentions).

iv. Schedule amendments

a. Schedule One: Executive Officers
The CCSO gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

Q – Chris Cooper. Why is the Independent Officer only responsible for the Independent Councillors?
A. We tried to allocate groups of councillors to different officers. The President will be responsible for academic representatives.

Q – Carolan Goggin. Can ‘clubs and societies’ be changed to ‘societies’? And in 2.2.2 Can the spelling of ‘who’s be changed to ‘whose’?

A. That can be corrected.

Q – Sam Burnett. Who is the Independent Officer? Why are they not an Environmental and Ethical Officer? Why do they have so much work?

A. The current role title of Executive Member without Portfolio has always been an empty role. The position needs specific responsibilities. There is not enough of a remit for the position to just be an Environmental and Ethical Officer.

POI - Andrew Wilson. Article 5 takes precedence over the Schedules. These changes to the job role would have to be changed in the Article as well.

Q – Sam Slater. If the Steering Committee is independent of the Students’ Union, why is the President to sit on the committee?
A. We believe that the President should be knowledgeable about the Constitution. They have overall responsibility for the democracy of the Students’ Union.

POI – Chair. The Steering Committee are elected individuals. The positions on the committee are open to all students, though it seems that the positions are usually filled by Executive Officers. The Steering Committee do not exist to hold anyone to account, we exist purely to uphold the Constitution.
Q – Adam Shipley. Why not have the UMCB President on the Steering Committee rather than the President?

A. The greatest role of the President is to ensure that the Students’ Union is run democratically.

Q. Do you foresee problems with communication with officers who have responsibility for councillors?

A. Individual officers will only be responsible for their own councillors.
The procedural motion 42o was submitted; that Council vote on the schedule amendment in parts. The part about the Independent Officer will be voted on separately.

Sam Burnett gave the speech for the procedural motion.

Sam Slater gave the speech against the procedural motion.

A vote was taken on whether to accept the procedural motion;

For: 21

Against: 0

Abstentions: 4

The schedule amendment, omitting 1.6 Independent Officer, was passed. 21 for, 3 against and 3 abstentions.
The part 1.6 Independent Officer fell. 0 for, 17 against and 10 abstentions.

The Chair announced that the meeting would be temporarily suspended for approximately ten minutes.
The meeting reconvened ten minutes later.

The Chair announced that Steering had agreed a change to the agenda. Agenda item 11 viii Emergency Motions will be moved to the next item. 

11 viii. Emergency Motions

a. AUT Strike

The President gave the speech for.

The Campaigns Officer gave the speech against.

Q – Carolan Goggin. Does it not seem like hypothetically crossing the picket line by not supporting this action?

A. The lecturers are going take part in an assessment boycott. This is very serious.

Q – The strike is for one day only surely?

A. The assessment boycott is indefinite.

The Chair allowed a second round of speeches.

John Passey gave the speech for.

Sam Burnett gave the speech for.

Q - Oliver Wilson. What happens to third year students at graduation?

A. The lecturers will also not be invigilating, therefore there will be no exams, and so, no graduation.

Statement – John Passey. We will lose a lot by supporting them. They did not lose much when they supported us.
POI - Sam Burnett. The lecturers will lose a day’s pay for the strike.

Statement – John Passey. This will harm students. Supporting this is the wrong way to go.

Statement – Campaigns Officer. These are their jobs. We need to stand in solidarity with them.

Statement – AU President. The Students’ Union exists to represent the students. We are responsible for doing what is best for students. The strike will have ad adverse effect on students.

The motion fell, with 9 for, 16 against and 2 abstentions.

The President announced to Council that Sam Burnett, Chris Ellis and Rachael Hobbs were elected for NUS Wales Spring Conference and Sam Burnett, Chris Ellis, Rachael Hobbs and Adam Shipley were elected to NUS UK National Conference.

The meeting was adjourned at 22.30 The Chair announced that Council would reconvene on Tuesday 7th March 2006 at 18.45.
UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR

STUDENTS’ UNION

STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday 7th March 2006 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, Main Arts Building

Open: 19.30

11 iv. Schedule amendments
b. Schedule 2: Standing Committees

The Chair passed the chair to the AU President

The UMCB President gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

Q – Vicky Prior. 2.12. Storm FM is referred to as the ‘radio station committee’ and also the ‘Storm FM committee’. Can the naming be consistent?

A. It is requirement of the Students’ Union to have radio station committee. It happens that the acting committee is called Storm FM. It is possible that in future, the name may change.
Q – Sam Slater. Why is kept that way? Why not just left as ‘radio station’?

A. It was passed previously. A further amendment would have to be submitted to Council to bring it in-line.

Procedural motion 42o was submitted. It was proposed that the schedule amendment be voted on in parts. 

For: 4

Against: 16

Abstentions: 3

The procedural motion fell.

Q – Kat Smith. What is the definition of an Ordinary Member?
A. According to the Constitution, an Ordinary Member is any member of the NUS.

The UMCB President gave the summary.

The schedule amendment fell, with 0 for, 23 against and 0 abstentions.


c. Schedule Six: Equal Opportunities

The Welfare Officer gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

Q – Sam Slater.  Is the President always the person in charge of an appeal?

A. Unless the President is involved in the appeal.

The Welfare Officer gave the summary.

The schedule amendment passed unanimously, with 23 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.


d. Schedule Ten: Opting Out Procedure

The President gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

Q – Dafydd Launder. Why can students only opt out in the first fourteen days after registration?
A. This regulation was declared by the University.

Procedural motion 42o was submitted, to vote on the schedule amendment in parts. It was proposed that the words ‘Academi and Jocks, as they are’ were removed and voted on separately.

An indicative vote was in favour of the procedural motion.

Q – SVB Chair. Regarding 12.5.3, how will clubs and societies know who has opted out?

A. This information will be disseminated by the President to members where relevant.

Q – Vicky Prior. Surely all clubs and societies could check their members’ NUS cards?

A. All clubs and societies are allowed a certain number of non-student members.

Q – Chris Cooper. Regarding 12.2. Nurses have different registration times to other students. How does this affect nurses opting out?

A. All registration is dealt with centrally by the University. The fourteen days will apply in the same way after nurses’ registrations.

A vote was taken on the parts of the schedule. The parts fell, with 2 for, 23 against and 1 abstention.

The rest of the schedule amendment was passed, with 24 for, 0 against and 1 abstention.

v. Schedule amendment ratification

a. Schedule Five: Bilingual Regulations
The President gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.
Q – Carolan Goggin. I received an email from the Union translator informing me that it was impractical for him to translate weekly committee meetings. Why is translation of committee minutes still in the regulations if it is not implementable?

The Chair was passed to the CCSO.

A – UMCB President. It is in the regulations to protect the bilingual policy.

Q – Carolan Goggin. Is this standard for all Standing Committees? It would be nice to have enough translation facilities.

A. The part is included to prevent people saying that minutes do not have to be translated. In practice, resources do not allow for translation to be immediate. Guidelines will be drawn up which explain what kind of things need to be bilingual all the time and what can be delayed. The Students’ Union is looking into having a pool of student translators to carry some of the workload. They will be very useful for translating short pieces.
Q – Adam Shipley. Doesn’t this make 15. difficult?

A. Not really. Minutes should be sent to the translator anyway, so the records are fully bilingual.

Q – SVB Chair. If guidelines are going to be drawn up, what is this document?

A. These are the bilingual regulations. They are part of the Constitution and they are binding. The guidelines are less formal and will give practical advice.

Q – Spencer George. Regarding 4. What is the reasonable distance between the two languages?

A. Point 3 explains this.  I think it is important that people use common sense. Previously, the regulations stated that the distance had to be 1cm between Welsh and English, but in practice this is often not possible.

POI – CCSO. Good practice now is to put both languages on one poster whenever possible.

Q – Chris Cooper. Regarding point 22 and external literature, would documents from outside bodies not be allowed to be displayed?
A. In University buildings, you must comply with the University bilingual policy. The Students’ Union has a separate policy. A Students’ Union-related poster in a University building would have to comply with the Students’ Union bilingual policy.

Q – Catrin Plumpton. Regarding point 15, does this mean that every document, including those produced by the UMCB President, needs to be translated?

A. I think we are getting bogged down in semantics here. 

Q. How do you define ‘poorly translated’?

A. Only the translator can make a judgement on whether a document is a poor translation or not.

Q – Sam Slater. If this schedule amendment is ratified, can the Executive campaign for more translation resources?

A – CCSO. Yes.

Q – Sam Burnett. Are you suggesting that by ratifying this, we do not have to abide by the regulations regarding minutes etc?

A. It will not be breaking the regulations. That the translation will become available. We need to be able to cater for different situations.

Q – Carolan Goggin. What about agendas?

A. This would depend on the meeting. A committee would know if Welsh agendas were needed.

Q – Emma Dodd. Can we have it in black and white that students will not be punished for not providing translation?

A. That exists in the disciplinary procedure.

POI – CCSO. As long as it could be shown that a student went to every effort, and allowed enough time for translation, they will be not subjected to the disciplinary procedure.

Q – SWD Officer. If something was to go on the Intranet, would the rule apply?

A. It would depend on the urgency of the information. You would have to ask the translator if they had enough time. I understand a lot of the issues people have risen here, but the regulations will become unworkable if too many loopholes are added. There are few problems if a little common sense is used.

Q – Adam Shipley. Does the translator agree with these regulations?

A. Yes, he helped to write them.

The schedule amendment was ratified, with 22 for, 1 against and 2 abstentions.

b. Schedule Thirteen: Elections Regulations
The CCSO gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

Q – Sam Burnett. I cannot see any changes?

A. The document presented here is the amended one.

The schedule amendment was ratified unanimously. 26 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.

vi. Constitutional Amendments

a. Equal Opportunities Regulations

The Welfare Officer gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

Q – Sam Burnett. Should the policy be in the schedules?

A. This is merely a title change, from regulations to policy. It is the industry standard to have an Equal Opportunities Policy, rather than Equal Opportunities Regulations.

Q. Is this calling an apple a banana?

A. It has changed because it IS a policy. This allows for the more diverse nature of a policy compared to regulations.

The constitutional amendment passed, with 23 for, 0 against and 3 abstentions.

b. CCSO changing to CSO

The CCSO gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

There were no questions.

The constitutional amendment passed unanimously.

vii. Constitutional amendment ratification
a. Health and Safety (Schedule Seven)
The Welfare Officer gave the speech for.

There was no speech against.

There were no questions.

The constitutional amendment was ratified unanimously.

viii. Emergency motions

No more emergency motions had been submitted.

12. Date of the next meeting.
Tuesday 31st March 2006.

13. AOB

Sam Slater. I liked Andrew Wilson’s statement about working on the Constitution. If anyone wants to join me in going to see him, they are welcome. 

Point of Reference: Staff are not there for discussing such issues with. If you want to take up his suggestions, you are welcome to meet with the Sabbaticals instead.

The Welfare Officer informed Council that the Executive are looking at a complete overhaul of the Constitution. We are hoping to go away on 31st March and bring a presentation back to Council.

James Kerr, on behalf of Tim Cloke: JP Halls is frequently unavailable on Thursday nights due to a private yoga class being held there. Therefore, Rostra’s production of ‘The Accidental Death of an Anarchist’ is playing on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday nights.

President. Motions to Conference. During Executive meetings, the order of the motions to conference was decided. However, we need to know if Council want the delegates to vote in a particular direction. After some discussion, it was decided that delegates would vote on the motions as they see fit. A resolution was proposed to mandate delegates to vote a particular way. The resolution fell, with 4 votes for, 16 against and 6 abstentions.

Close: 20.45
