UNIVERSITY OF WALES, BANGOR STUDENTS’ UNION STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday 9th November 2005 at 7.00pm in the Council Chambers, Main Arts Building

1. Apologies were received from:
James Kerr (Clubs and Societies), Tim Cloke (Clubs and Societies), Andy Shorter (AU), Gail Crosby (Independent), John Jackson (UMCB), Nicke Johnston (Independent), Laurel Morgan (Welfare Officer), Mark Baker (Clubs and Societies), Dafydd Launder (Independent).
2. Application for Speaking Rights

There were no applications.

3. Minutes of the last meeting.

The minutes of the last meeting ( 12th April 2005) were ratified by a majority.

The minutes of the last emergency council (18th October 2005) were ratified by a majority.

4. Reports from Executive Officers

President

There were no questions.

Welfare Officer

There were no questions.

UMCB President

There were no questions.

AU President

Q. How will you get more minority groups involved in sport?

A. The BUSA Diversity conference will help with giving more ideas for campaigns etc.

CCSO

There were no questions.

Union Chairperson

There were no questions.

Mature Students’ Officer

There were no questions.

LGBT Officer

There were no questions.

International Students’ Officer

There were no questions.

Campaigns Officer

Q. After the success of the Oxfam event, is the Campaigns Group interested in working more closely with Oxfam?

A. Yes.

Q. How are you planning on travelling to London for the global warming demonstration?

A. Hopefully in the MPV, or in two cars.

Union Secretary

There were no questions.

Executive Without Portfolio

There were no questions.

Disabilities Officer

There were no questions.

Women’s Officer

There were no questions.

Welsh Affairs Officer

There were no questions.

The reports were accepted unanimously.

5. Reports from Standing Committees

Storm FM

Q. What was your opinion on the refereeing of the Storm vs. Seren football match?

A. Quite poor.

Q. What further action will you be taking against the Estates department?

A. Probably peaceful protest, but hopefully, the situation will not get that far.

Seren

There were no questions.

Nightline

There were no questions.

SVB

Q. How long have you been involved in SVB?

A. A year and a half.

Q. Do you feel the management has improved since Andrew Wilson became manager?

A. Definitely. There is better volunteer selection, projects ensure that all volunteers get a good experience, and Andy is working with the committee to increase efficiency.

Q. What are your plans to increase the availability of projects?

A. We now have partnership projects in mental health and Alzheimer’s. We are grouping together with other organisations working with victim support and young offenders.
The reports were accepted unanimously.

6. Ratification of Executive Committee Business

The minutes of Executive committee minutes were voted on in two parts:

14th April 2005,21st April 2005, 28th April 2005, 5th May 2005, 12th May 2005, 19th May 2005, 26th May 2005, 2nd June 2005, 9th June 2005, 5th August 2005, 12th August 2005, 26th August 2005, 5th September 2005, 21st September 2005, 23rd September 2005, 29th September 2005.

The Executive committee minutes were accepted unanimously.

6th October 2005, 14th October 2005, 20th October 2005, 26th October 2005.

The Executive committee minutes were accepted unanimously.

7. Constitutional Amendments

No constitutional amendments were submitted.

8. Policy Motions

a. Affiliation of the Speculative Analysis Society
Sharyn Williams gave the speech for.

Q. What is the motion for?

A. To affiliate the society to the Students’ Union.

Q. What benefits does a society get from becoming affiliated?

A. A grant, access to Students' Union services, a stall at Serendipity, and generally being part of the student body.

There was no speech against.

Sharyn Williams summarised.

The motion passed with majority.

b. Affiliation of the Animal Welfare Society

Hannah Pratt gave the speech for.

Q. Do you have any plans to have links with recognised animal welfare groups such as the RSPCA?

A. Yes, and we also have plans to fundraise for these groups.

Q. Are people who agree with vivisection allowed to join?

A. Absolutely, anyone is welcome, and we would be interested to hear their opinions.

There was no speech against.

Hannah Pratt summarised.

The motion passed with majority.

c. Affiliation of the Law Society

The speech for was waived to the CCSO.

Q. Were there not problems with the name of the society?

A. I have emailed the society regarding this but they have not replied so far.

Q. Is the society just open to law students?

A. Any student is welcome to join.

Procedural motion 42k that the motion not be put was submitted.
Stephen Connor gave the speech for the procedural motion.

Alec McKenzie gave the speech against.

The vote for the procedural motion carried:

For: 14

Against: 3

The policy motion will be submitted for the next meeting.

The motion to affiliate the Tiddlywinks Society to the Students' Union was withdrawn prior to debate on the motion.

d. Affiliation of the Liberal Democrats Society
George Gosling gave the speech for.

There were no questions.

There was no speech against.

The motion passed with majority.
e. Affiliation of the Chess Society

Nicholas Durkan gave the speech for.

Q. What proportions of student and non-student members are there?

A. Approximately 60% students and 30-40% non-students.

Q. Are there any extra sessions specifically for students?

A. If 20-30 people were interested in this, we could look at an extra day. At the moment, it is unnecessary.

Q. Will the society be presenting the Students' Union in competitions?

A. We will enter as single competitors or as Bangor City, which is how the team is entered this time.

Q. What is the differentiation between the Bangor club and the student club?

A. At the moment, we plan to stay merged as one, but when we are up and running properly, we will split up.

Q. How many students were present at your last meeting?
A. About 5 or 6 students and 2 non-students.

There was no speech against.

The motion passed with majority.

f. Affliation of the Chartered Institute of Marketing: Student Chapter

Jane Moriarty gave the speech for.

There were no questions.

There was no speech against.

The motion was passed with majority.

g. Affiliation of the SPLODGE Society

Ellen Payne gave the speech for.

Q. What does SPLODGE stand for?

A. Sophisticated People Love Observing Great English!

There was no speech against.

The motion passed with majority.

The HE Funding in Wales policy motion was withdrawn prior to debate on the motion.

h. Mental Health Policy

Llion Dafydd gave the speech for.

Q. What exactly is the bill going through Parliament?

A. There is a new updated mental health bill proposed which is not particularly student friendly.

Q. How is the bill not student friendly?

A. There are various problems with the bill including the effect on students’ rights to benefits and the possibility that students will not be protected equally under the new act.

Q. Are there any plans to improve the mental health facilities in Bangor?

A. The motion mainly aims to increase awareness of mental health issues and how they affect students. The level of support provision from the University is quite good but there is still a lot of stigma attached to mental health problems and a general lack of understanding. The motion aims to allow for continued campaigning on the issue after the initial ‘stunts’.

Point of Information: Laurel Morgan is trying to highlight the mental health provisions available to students.

Q. What is the DES?

A. I believe the f has been accidentally missed off. It is Dept for Education and Skills.
Point of Information: the Students' Union are working with the services on the 4th floor.

The motion passed with majority.

Mark Smith left at 21.05

Point of Order: A quoracy check was requested: 20.

g. Union Meetings

Sam Burnett gave the speech for.

Q. What can be done in regard to making General Meetings more interesting?
A. Any councillors who are interested are welcome to get together to create ideas, on an ad-hoc committee basis.

Q. Do you have any students who are interested?

A. One, currently.

Q. Is the ad-hoc committee a one-off affair?

A. Yes, it is temporary.

Q. Could you clarify what time Christmas 2005 refers to?

A. The first council meeting of next year.

Q. What will happen if the ad-hoc committee is not formed?

A. It will not stop the policy from being accepted.

The motion passed with majority.

h. Schedule Amendments

Sam Burnett gave the speech for.
Q. Would this affect Nightline? Nightline members need to stay anonymous.

A. This policy would not involve Standing Committees

Q. What if someone is on a committee for more than one club or society?

A. That should not pose a huge issue.

Point of Information: If this policy motion is passed, clubs and societies will have to send three people from their society or send apologies. If this is not followed, the clubs will be subject to the disciplinary measures as outlined in the constitution. Every club and society, AU club etc are supported by the Students' Union, asking for three representatives to come to meetings is not a huge commitment for them to make.
Procedural motion 42h: that the motion now be voted on. Indicative vote was in favour.

Motion passed with majority.

9. Ratification of Policy Motions.

a. Affiliation of the Bangor Amnesty Student Group.

Jennifer Gallagher gave the speech for.
There were no questions.

There was no speech against.

The motion was ratified by majority.

10. Emergency Motions

No emergency motions had been submitted.

11. AO B

a. The CCSO informed Council about the Rostra production in JP Hall this week.

b. The Executive without Portfolio reminded Council about the Remembrance parade in Caernarfon at 11am on Sunday, which includes members of the UOTC.
c. The Students with Disabilities Officer informed Council about a Children in Need fundraising event on 18th November, involving throwing sponges at Executive members.
Close 21.20

